
i 

 

  

1   

 

 

 UNIVERSIDAD TÉCNICA DEL NORTE 

(UTN) 

 

FACULTAD DE EDUCACIÓN, CIENCIA Y TECNOLOGÍA 

(FECYT) 

 

CARRERA: PEDAGOGÍA DE LOS IDIOMAS NACIONALES Y 

EXTRANJEROS 

 

INFORME FINAL DEL TRABAJO DE TITULACIÓN, EN LA 

MODALIDAD PRESENCIAL  

TEMA: 

Natural Tourist Places of Intag as a Didactic Resource to Improve Reading 

Skills in Senior Students at Unidad Educativa Cuellaje, Academic Period 2022-

2023 

Trabajo de Titulación Previo a la Obtención del Título de Licenciatura en Pedagogía 

de los Idiomas Nacionales y Extranjeros Especialización Inglés. 

Línea de investigación: Gestión, calidad de la educación procesos pedagógicos e idiomas. 

Autora:  Deysi Cristina Puma Angulo 

Director: Dra. Sandra Mariana  Guevara Betancourt 

  

Ibarra -2024 



ii 

 

IDENTIFICACION DE LA OBRA 

 

 

 

II  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III  

 

IV  

V  

VI  

 

 

 



iii 

 

CERTIFICACIÓN DIRECTOR  

VII  



iv 

 

DEDICATION 

 

     I would like to dedicate this thesis to my parents Jeny and Eduardo, who have been my 

fundamental pillar and my motivation to move forward in this very important stage of my 

life. They have guided me on the right way and have given me everything in their hands to 

be able to complete this academic stage. Also, to my brothers, Steeven, Miguel, and 

Alejandro who have always supported me in the best way and have shown me that everything 

is possible with effort and dedication. Finally, this is also dedicated to all the people who 

never left me alone and were part of every one of the steps I took in this academic process 

and always supported me in one way or another, without them nothing would be possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



v 

 

VIII ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

     I am grateful to the Universidad Técnica del Norte for opening its doors to me since four 

years ago. I have been able to achieve my goal of becoming a professional. Thanks also to 

the teachers who taught me with dedication and patience in this academic process. 

     To my thesis director and advisor, Dr. Sandra Guevara for her support and guidance in 

the development of my work, without her it would not be possible. 

     To Unidad Educativa Cuellaje, for opening the doors of the institution to me and for 

allowing me to carry out this research. 

 

  



vi 

 

IX ABSTRACT 

 

      This research was developed at Unidad Educativa Cuellaje, Zona de Intag, Imbabura 

Province, during the academic period 2022-2023 with senior students. The objectives of the 

research are to elaborate an academic guide about the natural tourist places of Intag, 

incorporate effective strategies, identify the tourist places, and determine the material and 

strategies that teachers use to improve reading skills. This research used a mixed approach, 

that is, it worked with qualitative and quantitative data. Consequently, a survey for students 

and an interview for teachers were applied. As a result, it was found that the 26 students 

would like to have a didactic guide with tourist places of Intag, as this would help to improve 

their reading skills. On the other hand, the interviews with the teachers revealed that the 

reading materials used by English teachers are not proving to be very useful for the 

development of the English skills of the students and they suggest creating didactic materials 

related to tourism and tourist places in the area. For this reason, the creation of the didactic 

guide will be of great help to teachers, students, and the educational institution to improve 

their reading skills and increase their knowledge. 

Keywords: Reading skills, Intag tourism, research, didactic material, education. 
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X RESUMEN 

 

      Esta investigación se llevó a cabo en la Unidad Educativa Cuellaje, Zona de Intag, 

Provincia de Imbabura, en el transcurso del periodo académico 2022-2023 con estudiantes 

de tercero de bachillerato. Los objetivos de la investigación son elaborar una guía académica 

sobre los lugares turísticos naturales de Intag, incorporar estrategias efectivas, identificar los 

lugares turísticos y determinar el material y estrategias que los docentes utilizan para mejorar 

la competencia lectora. En esta investigación se utilizó un enfoque mixto, es decir, se trabajó 

con datos cualitativos y cuantitativos, Consecuentemente se aplicó una encuesta para los 

estudiantes y una entrevista para los maestros. Como resultado se obtuvo que a los 26 

estudiantes les gustaría tener una guía didáctica con sitios turísticos de Intag ya que esto 

ayudaría a mejorar la habilidad lectora. Por otra parte, en la entrevista a los maestros se reveló 

que los materiales de lectura utilizados por los profesores de inglés no están resultando muy 

útiles para el desarrollo de las competencias en inglés de los alumnos y sugieren crear 

materiales didácticos relacionados con el turismo y los sitios turísticos de la zona. Por esta 

razón la creación de la guía didáctica será de gran ayuda tanto para los maestros, estudiantes 

y la institución educativa para poder mejorar la habilidad lectora e incrementar su 

conocimiento. 

Palabras Clave: Habilidad lectora, turismo en Intag, Investigación, material didáctico, 

educación. 
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I INTRODUCTION 

English has an immense popularity worldwide serving as the native language for 

approximately 360 million people across various countries. However, its global influence 

extends far beyond, with over 1.5 billion people worldwide using English, not only as a first 

language but also as a widely adopted international language ( Kang et al., 2020).  It plays a 

vital role in facilitating global communication, enabling individuals from diverse 

backgrounds to understand one another and exchange socio-cultural elements. English is 

used as a primary or secondary language in a wide range of fields and industries worldwide. 

The prominent fields in which English is commonly used are science, technology, tourism, 

hospitality, and education among others The pervasive use of English in education, tourism, 

and scientific articles has earned it the reputation of being the "global language" (Rao, 2019). 

The significance of possessing a strong command of the English language has never 

been greater in education than it is today. English is a key language of instruction in many 

countries, and it is often taught as a foreign language in non-English speaking countries. 

Many prestigious universities and institutions worldwide offer courses in English (Rao, 

2019). Latin America, including Ecuador, has displayed a growing interest in English 

language acquisition, prompting the region to undertake substantial efforts in promoting 

English education through various policies and programs. These initiatives have increased 

accessibility to English language learning opportunities for a larger population, fostering 

personal and professional growth (Cronquist & Fiszbein, 2017).   

II Research Context 

In Ecuador, English is the designated foreign language taught in both private and 

public educational institutions nationwide. The Ministry of Education has implemented 

several measures to enhance English language teaching and learning, including the 

compulsory inclusion of English education in secondary schools since 1992. In collaboration 

with the British Council, the Ministry initiated a significant curriculum reform in 1992 by 

introducing a series of six textbooks titled "Our World Through English"(British Council, 

2015). These textbooks aimed to provide knowledge about the country's reality through 

English and were utilized by approximately 1.2 million students and their teachers from 1993 

to 1999 ( MinEduc, 2013).  
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However, despite these innovative efforts, students have faced challenges in 

achieving intermediate or advanced levels of English proficiency when entering university 

(Andrade-Molina et al., 2022). To address this issue, the Ministry of Education (MinEduc) 

launched the "Strengthening English Teaching" project to enhance English language 

competencies and teaching practices among English teachers (Ministerio de Educación del 

Ecuador – MinEduc, 2013b). The project also focuses on aligning the English curriculum 

with the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages, providing free English 

textbooks, establishing a new evaluation system for English teachers, and offering 

professional development opportunities such as the Go teacher Program (MinEduc, 2016). 

Despite these efforts, Ecuador has consistently ranked low in the Latin American and 

Global scales of the English First English Proficiency Index (EF EPI) over the past decade. 

Despite the national curriculum mandating high school graduates to attain a B1 level 

according to the CEFR, research conducted by Ortega et al. (2019) and Bravo et al. (2017) 

has highlighted the shortfall in Ecuadorian students' language competence by the end of their 

compulsory high school education.  

This study will utilize the natural tourist attractions of Intag as an educational tool 

for enhancing reading skills. Intag is located within the Tropical Andes Biodiversity Hotspot, 

and it is a region of exceptional ecological importance. It is dominated by the rare tropical 

montane cloud forest, covering less than 2.5% of global tropical forests, and is home to 

numerous endangered species (Ministerio de Turismo del Ecuador, 2020). These forests and 

freshwater sources are vital for the local community's well-being. Notable endangered fauna 

in Intag include spectacled bears, black-and-chestnut eagles, and critically endangered 

brown-headed spider monkeys. Its rich biodiversity, cultural significance, and location 

within the Cotacachi Cayapas Ecological Reserve make Intag a top destination for travelers. 

The region offers diverse attractions such as waterfalls, spas, forests, and cultural sites, 

catering to various forms of tourism. Natural attractions in Intag, influenced by unique 

natural forces, include a wide range of environments and species, contributing to its tourism 

appeal (Ministerio de Turismo del Ecuador, 2020). 
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III Problem description  

The research problem at hand centers on using natural tourist places in the Intag 

region as a didactic resource to enhance reading skills among senior students at Unidad 

Educativa Cuellaje during the academic period 2022-2023. Specifically, the challenge lies 

in understanding how these unique environments can serve as effective educational tools to 

foster reading skills in Ecuadorian EFL students. The population of interest comprises senior 

students enrolled at Unidad Educativa Cuellaje, creating a focused demographic to dive into. 

This tailored approach ensures that the research addresses the specific needs and 

characteristics of the identified group, offering insights directly applicable to the context of 

the educational institution and the geographic setting of Intag. The specific focus on this 

particular demographic is designed to yield targeted recommendations and implementable 

strategies, aiming to optimize the didactic potential of natural tourist locations in Intag for 

the enhancement of reading skills among senior students. 

IV Justification 

The juxtaposition of tourism and reading as integral variables in this study holds 

paramount significance. The natural tourist places of Intag with their distinctive ecological 

and cultural attributes, present a rich tapestry for integrating reading exercises into the 

academic milieu. Positioning reading exercises amidst the scenic backdrop of these tourist 

sites creates a distinctive educational landscape for senior students at Unidad Educativa 

Cuellaje. In this particular context, tourism not only functions as the theoretical framework 

but also operates as a dynamic catalyst for language development, involving students in 

purposeful literacy activities. Moreover, the allure of these natural locations can act as 

motivational stimuli, fostering an intrinsic interest in reading among students. This synergy 

between tourism and reading aligns with contemporary pedagogical paradigms, 

acknowledging the value of experiential learning and place-based education (Jaramillo & 

Malagon, 2019). Hence, the fusion of these variables is not merely methodologically 

strategic but holds intrinsic pedagogical merit, offering a holistic justification for the 

integration of natural tourist places in Intag as didactic resources to enhance reading skills 

among senior students at Unidad Educativa Cuellaje.  
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V Academic Proposal impact 

This research proposal holds significant implications for linguistic development, 

educational enrichment, and social engagement. Firstly, from a linguistic perspective, the 

incorporation of natural tourist places in Intag as didactic resources serves as a catalyst for 

language development. It creates an immersive environment where students can hone their 

reading skills in authentic, contextual settings, fostering a more profound grasp of language 

nuances. Secondly, the proposal enriches the educational landscape by offering a novel 

approach that aligns with contemporary educational paradigms, emphasizing experiential 

learning and the integration of natural environments into the curriculum. This not only 

enhances academic outcomes but also cultivates a deeper appreciation for the 

interconnectedness of learning and the surrounding world. Thirdly, on a social level, the 

proposal fosters community engagement, as it involves students in meaningful activities 

within the local context. This integration of tourism and education is poised to create a ripple 

effect, contributing to a more vibrant and connected community, where the synergy between 

academic pursuits and the natural beauty of Intag becomes a shared source of pride and 

identity. In essence, the proposed initiative transcends traditional educational boundaries, 

offering a transformative approach with far-reaching impacts on linguistic skills, educational 

methodologies, and community cohesion. 
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VI OBJECTIVES 

General Objective 

• Develop an academic guide about natural tourist places of Intag, incorporating 

effective strategies to improve reading skills in senior students at Unidad Educativa 

Cuellaje. 

Specific Objectives 

• Identify the natural tourist places of Intag to improve the English reading skills in 

senior students. 

• Determine the material and strategies that teachers use to improve reading skills in 

senior students. 

• Design an academic guide containing activities and readings with information and 

strategies about tourist places of Intag to improve reading skills in senior students. 
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1 CHAPTER I: Theoretical Framework 

  

1.1.   The Significance of Reading Skills Development in English Language 

Education 

In the realm of English language education, mastering the four essential language 

skills listening, speaking, reading, and writing—remains a paramount objective. Among 

these skills, reading holds a pivotal role as it serves as a gateway to comprehending the 

language in its written form. The ability to decipher written text, extract meaning, and engage 

with the content is not only fundamental in language acquisition but also transcends language 

learning to enhance overall cognitive and analytical abilities (Do & Le Thu Phan, 2021). 

Reading proficiency is particularly critical for senior students, as it empowers them to access 

a vast array of knowledge and information independently. 

Reading is an important skill in learning English as a Foreign Language. It involves 

not only understanding individual words but also comprehending the overall context of a 

text, making connections with prior knowledge, and constructing meaning. When students 

construct their understanding from reading, they can demonstrate true comprehension, 

express their thoughts clearly, and answer questions about the passage (Guevara-Betancourt, 

2015). In the specific context of Ecuador, where English is taught as a Foreign Language 

(EFL), the significance of reading skills development takes on added importance. 

Proficiency in reading not only enables Ecuadorian students to navigate the complexities of 

the English language but also equips them with a vital tool for accessing global information, 

literature, and academic resources. 

Reading skills in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) are vital for language 

acquisition and overall proficiency. However, in Ecuador, English language learners face 

low levels of reading skills due to limited exposure to English reading materials, an emphasis 

on grammar-focused instruction over reading comprehension, and the absence of a reading 

culture outside the classroom(Sevy-Biloon, 2022). To address these challenges, it is essential 

to prioritize reading instruction, provide access to diverse reading resources, and foster a 

reading culture in and out of the classroom (Mora et al., 2021). These efforts can empower 

English language learners in Ecuador to enhance their reading skills and proficiency. 
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Despite its geographical size, Ecuador offers a wide range of tourist attractions across 

its 24 provinces. Imbabura province, known as a World Geopark, boasts diverse flora and 

fauna. The province comprises six cantons: Antonio Ante, Pimampiro, San Miguel de 

Urcuquí, Ibarra, Otavalo, and Cotacachi, all of which are teeming with life and numerous 

tourist destinations. Notably, the Canton Cotacachi, situated within the Intag Zone, houses 

six parishes: Apuela, Peñaherrera, Cuellaje, García Moreno, Vacas Galindo, and Plaza 

Gutiérrez, each with significant tourist potential (Ministerio de Turismo del Ecuador, 2020b). 

Tourism, as defined by the Organization for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD, 2020), involves individuals traveling and staying in environments 

different from their usual surroundings for no more than one consecutive year, primarily for 

leisure, business, or other non-remunerative purposes. In Cuellaje, one of the parishes 

mentioned above, the Unidad Educativa Cuellaje serves as a school specializing in tourism 

with approximately 126 students and 3 English teachers. 

Tourism education in Cuellaje focuses on sales, tourist information, and field trips to 

local sites. However, instruction is exclusively in Spanish, and the English classes provided 

are limited to general pedagogical content. This poses a disadvantage as students must gain 

exposure to tourism-related English terminology, hindering their academic preparation and 

professional practice in the tourist industry. The lack of English instruction in tourism 

subjects and the instructors' limited knowledge of the field contribute to this challenge. 

1.2.   Foundations of Reading as a Language Skill 

Reading is a foundational language skill that plays a crucial role in the educational 

development of students. Pang et al. (2017) define reading as the process of interpreting 

written texts, which requires the integration of perception and cognitive abilities. Word 

recognition and comprehension are intertwined aspects of reading. Similarly, Mora et al. 

(2021) assert that reading involves visually perceiving written symbols, such as letters, 

punctuation, and spaces, and subsequently transforming them into meaningful words, 

sentences, and paragraphs through cognitive processes. Thus, reading engages vital sensory 

organs and cognitive functions to extract meaning from written materials.  
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In the context of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) education, the utilization of 

reading strategies holds considerable significance. A critical concern in this context pertains 

to the interplay between reading speed and comprehension, wherein the employment of 

specific strategies can result in varying reading paces and levels of comprehension (Mora et 

al. (2021). According to the scholars Mora et al., the salience of reading strategies manifests 

in their direct correlation with enhanced text comprehension; an increase in the frequency of 

their application generally corresponds to a heightened grasp of textual content. In terms of 

reading speed, two predominant strategies, namely "skimming" and "scanning," emerge as 

essential, as they facilitate the acceleration of the reading process. 

The ability to read proficiently is crucial for effective communication and gaining 

knowledge not only in one's native language but also in foreign languages (Fernández, 2017). 

This holds particular significance for senior high school students studying English as a 

Foreign Language (EFL). Developing strong reading skills is not just a classroom 

requirement but serves as a fundamental building block for future academic success. 

In the context of EFL studies, mastering reading skills opens the door to improved 

language comprehension, vocabulary expansion, and enhanced communication abilities. As 

students progress through their academic journey, the importance of reading becomes even 

more evident. It is not merely a skill for exams; it is an indispensable tool for navigating a 

world where English is a key medium of communication and a gateway to a wealth of global 

knowledge. 

However, mastering the skill of reading is not a natural process, as the human brain 

is naturally inclined towards spoken language rather than written language (Pang et al., 

2017). Consequently, explicit and formal instruction is necessary to teach reading 

effectively. Nonetheless, many individuals, including young learners, encounter challenges 

coordinating cognitive processes to achieve fluency and accuracy in reading. Word 

recognition, sentence interpretation, and memory retention can pose difficulties (Sevy-

Biloon, 2022). Therefore, it is crucial to prevent the development of negative attitudes 

towards reading and to foster a positive learning environment. This can be achieved by 
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implementing appropriate pedagogical approaches that enhance students' reading skills while 

engaging and motivating them enjoyably.  

1.3.   Fundamental Components of Reading 

1.3.1.   Phonological and phonemic awareness 

Proficiency in reading requires the development of both phonological awareness and 

phonemic awareness. These skills are focused on the auditory aspects of language and are 

not directly related to written language. Phonological awareness is a broad category that 

includes various skills, including phonemic awareness. Phonemic awareness involves 

understanding that speech is composed of individual phonemes, the smallest sound units 

(Parker, 2019).  

In the context of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) learners with low levels of 

English proficiency, phonological awareness plays a crucial role. Phonological awareness 

involves recognizing sound units, ranging from larger units like words to smaller ones like 

phonemes. This encompasses tasks such as identifying rhyming words, counting syllables, 

distinguishing initial and final sounds of words, and recognizing individual phonemes within 

words. In contrast, phonemic awareness specifically focuses on the smallest sound units, 

phonemes, such as isolating the /d/ sound in the word "door" (Akca & Atmaca, 2022). 

For EFL learners at lower proficiency levels, phonological awareness is integral to 

their language development. It helps them understand the connection between letters and 

sounds, facilitating their ability to decode and pronounce words accurately. Moreover, as 

these learners progress in reading and language acquisition, their phonological and phonemic 

awareness skills naturally improve. This enhanced awareness allows them to manipulate 

sounds and letters effectively, aiding in their overall language learning process (Akca & 

Atmaca, 2022).  

1.3.2.   Fluency  

Fluency in reading is characterized by the ability to read texts with speed, accuracy, 

and appropriate expression. According to Espinar (2021), fluency plays a crucial role for 

early readers, struggling learners, and students who are learning English as a Foreign 

Language. These learners often experience a decline in comprehension due to the excessive 
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cognitive effort required for word decoding, letter by letter. Consequently, their 

understanding of the text suffers even after reading it. To assist EFL learners at lower 

proficiency levels in attaining fluency and becoming proficient readers, it is imperative to 

provide them with regular practice opportunities. 

A key component of fluent reading is word recognition, which entails determining 

the most likely pronunciation of a printed word and establishing familiarity with its meaning. 

Espinar (2021) asserted that fluent readers can quickly recognize words and discern 

appropriate pauses and emphasis while reading. This indicates that these readers do not 

struggle to identify words, enabling them to derive meaning from the text effortlessly. 

In the context of English as a Foreign Language (EFL), cultivating reading fluency 

among students is of paramount importance. Consistent engagement in reading activities 

serves as a foundational element in the quest for improved fluency. However, the strategies 

employed to attain this objective may vary. One approach entails guided oral reading with 

ongoing feedback, facilitating students' oral proficiency (Iwata, 2022). Conversely, another 

widely adopted strategy, though less directive, encourages independent reading with minimal 

intervention (Kang, 2020). Additionally, the significance of exposing students to a variety of 

simple texts is as a pivotal exercise for enhancing fluency. Consequently, educators seeking 

to nurture reading fluency in EFL learners should offer explicit guidance for engaging in 

extensive reading, progressively advancing from simpler to more complex texts (Iwata, 

2022). 

1.3.3.   Vocabulary 

Vocabulary serves as a fundamental element of language, and its significance extends 

prominently into the realm of English as a Foreign Language (EFL). Proficiency in 

vocabulary is not merely an auxiliary component but a critical foundation for effective 

communication and overall language proficiency within EFL contexts. The significance of 

vocabulary cannot be overstated, as it forms the bedrock upon which language 

comprehension and expression are built (Sutrisna, 2021) 

Extensive research underscores the paramount importance of vocabulary acquisition 

in EFL learning. Various pedagogical approaches have been explored to facilitate vocabulary 
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development among EFL learners (Nordlund & Norberg, 2020). Teaching methods such as 

employing short stories and incorporating songs into language instruction have emerged as 

effective strategies to enhance vocabulary mastery in these learners. These techniques 

leverage engagement and context to deepen learners' word knowledge, making the language 

learning experience more immersive and enjoyable (Sutrisna, 2021). 

Furthermore, the interplay between vocabulary and language skills in the EFL 

context is a noteworthy dimension. Vocabulary proficiency significantly influences various 

language skills, encompassing listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Among these, the 

impact of vocabulary is most pronounced in the domains of reading and writing. An 

expansive lexicon equips learners with the tools to navigate written EFL texts effectively, 

comprehend intricate passages, and express themselves eloquently in writing (Darjito, 2019). 

EFL Reading comprehension, in particular, hinges on a robust vocabulary base. The 

connection between vocabulary and reading comprehension is inextricable, with the former 

serving as a linchpin for the latter. Research conducted in EFL settings reveals varying 

degrees of correlation between vocabulary proficiency and reading comprehension 

(Manihuruk, 2020). While the relationship is universally acknowledged, the extent to which 

vocabulary influences reading comprehension varies among learners, contexts, and 

instructional methods (Alghonaim, 2020). 

In sum, vocabulary assumes a central role in the tapestry of EFL language 

acquisition. Its acquisition, facilitated by diverse pedagogical approaches, underpins 

language proficiency and fluency (Ghalebi et al., 2020) . As learners engage with the 

multifaceted dimensions of language, the significance of vocabulary resonates powerfully, 

with its impact reverberating most notably in the domains of reading and writing (Castellano-

Risco et al., 2020). EFL educators and learners alike must recognize the pivotal role of 

vocabulary in the journey towards linguistic mastery. 

1.3.4.   Comprehension 

According to Pardede (2019b), comprehension involves the process of extracting 

meaning from written text, wherein readers endeavor to reconstruct the intended message 
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conveyed by the author. This intricate interplay involves the encoding of the message in 

written language by the writer, followed by the reader's subsequent decoding and 

reconstruction. Successful comprehension results in effective communication taking place. 

In essence, comprehension entails the ability to discern and grasp the primary ideas or 

intended meaning embedded within a written text (Pardede, 2019). 

Reading comprehension is of paramount importance skill in EFL settings. It serves 

as a cornerstone for understanding vocabulary, analyzing text, and evaluating content. 

Proficiency in reading comprehension significantly influences academic success and 

cognitive development, expanding EFL students' horizons and nurturing critical thinking 

(Pham, 2021). Effective methods are essential to address EFL learners' challenges in this 

regard. In essence, reading comprehension in EFL fosters language enhancement, critical 

thinking, and opinion expression. It is a complex process requiring practice, interpretation, 

analysis, and criticism, vital for effective language communication and grasping the message 

between writer and reader (Pham, 2021). Research on reading comprehension in EFL 

contexts yields varying results, showcasing the impact of different approaches on reading 

speed and comprehension (Pham, 2021). 

1.4.   Reading Strategies in the EFL Context 

        Reading strategies play a vital role in facilitating the comprehension of written texts. 

They encompass various approaches and techniques that aid readers in understanding the 

meaning of individual words and grasping the overall message and intent conveyed by the 

text. Recognizing the importance of reading skills in society, fostering and promoting 

effective reading practices becomes crucial (Novitasari, 2023). It is essential to implement 

reading strategies across different domains and subject areas to encourage the development 

of reading abilities, particularly among young individuals. For instance, integrating reading 

activities within the field of tourism can serve as an effective means to enhance reading 

comprehension skills. Below are several strategies that can be employed to enhance reading 

skills in the EFL context: 
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1.4.1.   Previewing 

Previewing is an important strategy, especially for EFL learners, as it enables readers to 

read a text selectively and with a specific purpose in mind. This method helps students locate 

and identify the primary ideas and key points within the text. Engaging in previewing equips 

EFL students with the ability to establish an initial understanding of the text's relevance and 

significance to their language learning goals. According to  Do and Le Thu Phan (2021), the 

process of previewing typically involves the following steps. 

• Read the Title: The title provides a glimpse into the topic or subject matter of the 

reading passage. It prompts readers to consider the content and activate their prior 

knowledge of the subject. 

• Read the First Paragraph: The first paragraph often presents the reading selection's 

main idea or central theme. Reading this paragraph allows readers to gather and 

connect additional information with their existing knowledge. 

• Read the Last Paragraph: The last paragraph summarizes the author's main points and 

emphasizes key aspects. Even in shorter selections, reading the last one or two 

sentences can provide a sense of closure and key takeaways. 

• Look Over the Passage: Quickly scanning the entire passage helps identify keywords, 

phrases, and organizational patterns that contribute to understanding the text's main 

idea and overall structure. 

 

1.4.2.   Skimming 

Skimming is an essential reading strategy for EFL learners. It is employed to gain a 

general understanding of a text and identify key ideas without delving into every detail. This 

approach entails quickly scanning the text, focusing on headings, subheadings, topic 

sentences, and other prominent text features. Through skimming, EFL readers can determine 

the article's overall content, purpose, and relevance, enabling them to decide whether it aligns 

with their specific language learning needs or interests (Chen et al., 2020). Some strategies 

for effective skimming include: 

• Reading the first and last parts of each paragraph to capture the main points 
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• Paying attention to bold, italicized, or underlined words or phrases that signal 

important information 

• Avoiding the reading of every single word and instead focusing on the main ideas and 

key details 

1.4.3.   Scanning 

 Scanning, a particularly useful technique for EFL learners, is a concentrated reading 

strategy employed to swiftly pinpoint particular information within a text. This approach 

entails rapidly moving one's eyes across the text to identify specific details like names, dates, 

numbers, or specific keywords. Scanning proves invaluable when readers have a specific 

inquiry or require rapid access to precise information (Agustin et al., 2023). Effective 

scanning strategies:  

• Identifying repeated phrases or keywords that stand out in the text 

• Searching for specific terms, names, or phrases related to the information being 

sought 

• Paying attention to words or phrases that are bolded, italicized, or highlighted 

• Checking numerical data, such as tables or graphs, to locate relevant information 

1.4.4.   Inferering 

Inferencing, a crucial skill for EFL readers, is a strategic approach that involves making 

logical deductions and drawing conclusions based on implicit information and contextual 

clues within the text. This method demands active engagement with the text, the application 

of critical thinking skills, and connecting prior knowledge with new information. By 

proficiently making inferences, EFL readers can uncover concealed meanings, decode 

implied messages, and gain a more profound comprehension of the text's content. (Alahmadi 

& Foltz, 2020). Key steps in the process of making inferences include: 

• Identifying the main ideas and key details presented in the text 

• Making assumptions and drawing inferences based on the implicit information 

inferred from the text 

• Using existing knowledge and context to fill in gaps and make logical connections 

• Rereading and revisiting the text to validate and refine the inferences made 
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In conclusion, the employment of a range of reading strategies holds particular 

importance for EFL learners, as it plays a pivotal role in enhancing their reading 

comprehension abilities. These strategies serve as indispensable tools for EFL students, 

enabling them to extract deeper meaning from texts, establish connections, and derive 

insightful conclusions, thereby facilitating a more profound understanding of the English 

language and its nuances, specially, in EFL settings. By embracing these techniques, EFL 

learners can develop a heightened sensitivity to the subtleties of language, from vocabulary 

to cultural context. They can also become adept at recognizing key themes, character 

motivations, and the overall structure of texts. Consequently, EFL learners are not merely 

passive readers but active participants in the process, actively engaging with the material and 

enriching their language skills. In this way, the proposed reading strategies not only improve 

reading comprehension but also foster a genuine appreciation for the beauty and depth of the 

English language, enriching the overall language-learning experience for EFL students. 

 

1.5.   Location and general information of Intag 

Intag, situated in Cotacachi, within the province of Imbabura, is an exceptionally 

captivating destination renowned for its remarkable biodiversity. This region boasts a diverse 

array of flora and fauna, including endangered species such as jaguars and spectacled bears, 

alongside many exotic plants that attract the attention of biologists featured in prominent 

national and international publications. Recognized as one of the most frequently visited 

places in the province, Intag has garnered a reputation as a popular tourist destination 

(Ministerio de Turismo del Ecuador, 2020). 

Located at an elevation between 1200 and 1300 meters above sea level, Intag is 

nestled in a climatically diverse area, encompassing various microclimates ranging from cold 

cloud forests to warmer lowlands. Its warm climate, coupled with its remarkable natural 

surroundings, makes Intag an alluring haven for both local and international tourists. With a 

population exceeding 15,000 people, Intag comprises seven rural parishes, namely Apuela, 

Peñaherrera, Cuellaje, Vacas Galindo, Plaza Gutierrez, Garcia Moreno, and Selva Alegre, all 

of which share a common emphasis on tourism within their respective areas (Ministerio de 

Turismo del Ecuador, 2020). 
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Intag, known for its cultural and spiritual significance, is located within the Cotacachi 

Cayapas Ecological Reserve, a globally recognized protected area. It is renowned for its high-

quality coffee crops and artisanal cabuya-based exports, making it a hub for premium goods. 

Intag also offers diverse tourist attractions, including waterfalls, spas, the Cedros forest, and 

culturally significant sites like Waliman, making it a preferred destination for unique 

experiences (CODELCO, 2018). The ecological significance of Intag is underscored by its 

location within the buffer zone of the Cotacachi Cayapas National Park, which is renowned 

as one of the most crucial protected areas globally, particularly in Western Ecuador. In fact, 

according to CEFE, it surpasses even the Yasuní National Park in terms of irreplaceability. 

 

1.6.   Tourism Diversity in Intag, Ecuador 

Tourism, as a multifaceted industry, encompasses a wide range of experiences and activities 

that cater to travelers' diverse interests and preferences. From exploring cultural heritage and 

engaging in adventure pursuits to appreciating the natural environment and delving into 

historical narratives, tourism offers many opportunities for individuals to discover and 

engage with different facets of the world around them. With its capacity to connect people 

across borders, tourism is a gateway to new experiences, knowledge, and cultural exchange, 

contributing to personal enrichment and fostering a deeper understanding of global diversity 

(Phan & Ngan Nguyen, 2020). 

The inclusion of information regarding the types of tourism in our proposal serves as a 

strategic foundation. It provides a basis for creating reading skill enhancement activities that 

resonate with the senior students in Intag. This knowledge informs the development of 

tailored reading skill enhancement activities that are not only relevant to their environment 

but also align with the interests and opportunities within Intag.  

a) Adventure Tourism: Adventure tourism in Intag offers thrilling outdoor activities like 

canopy tours, canyoning, rappelling, tubing, and rafting, making use of the region's natural 

terrain for an exhilarating experience, especially during late winter seasons. 

b) Natural Tourism: Natural tourism in Intag focuses on appreciating its breathtaking natural 

sites, including waterfalls like Balsapamaba and Pailón de los Rostros. Adventure activities 
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like canyoning, rappelling, and rafting allow visitors to intimately connect with Intag's 

landscapes. The pristine rivers offer a serene setting for leisurely swims, enhancing its appeal 

as a nature-based tourism destination. 

c) Ecotourism: Ecotourism in Intag prioritizes environmental responsibility and 

conservation, involving local communities in development and management. It fosters an 

understanding of ecological values, biodiversity, and cultural heritage, while economically 

empowering local populations, contributing to sustainable development and preservation. 
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2 CHAPTER II   METHODOLOGY 

 

2.1.   Type of investigation 

2.1.1.   Research Approach   

This study employed a mixed methods approach, encompassing both quantitative and 

qualitative methodologies, to explore the potential of using natural tourist places in Intag as 

a didactic resource for enhancing the reading skills of senior students at Unidad Educativa 

Cuellaje during the academic period of 2022-2023. Mixed methods research involves 

collecting and analyzing data using qualitative and quantitative approaches within a single 

study (Pardede, 2019). 

The topic involves both the natural tourist places in Intag and their potential use for 

enhancing the reading skills of senior students. he use of a mixed-method approach allowed 

the researcher to have a comprehensive understanding of the topic. It combines qualitative 

methods to gain insights into the perspectives and experiences of students and teachers, as 

well as quantitative methods to measure the impact of using these natural places on 

enhancing reading skills.  

This comprehensive approach helped to capture a holistic view of the situation. 

Senior students and teachers at Unidad Educativa Cuellaje represented a specific population 

with unique characteristics and educational needs. A mixed-method approach enabled to 

tailor EFL learning strategies to the specific needs and experiences of this population. The 

research aimed to identify strategies and approaches that effectively motivated and engaged 

senior students in enhancing their reading skills within the unique context of Intag's natural 

tourist places. Hence, qualitative methods provided in-depth insights into the preferences and 

challenges faced by these students, while quantitative data offered evidence of the 

effectiveness of the approach. 

2.1.2.   Research Method 

This study takes an exploratory approach, delving into the untapped potential of the 

scenic natural tourist destinations in Intag as tools to enhance the reading skills of senior 

students at Unidad Educativa Cuellaje throughout the 2022-2023 academic year. While 

previous research has concentrated on diverse teaching methods and resources aimed at 
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improving reading proficiency, there exists a notable gap in exploring the integration of these 

captivating natural sites into the educational process. This study aims to bridge this gap by 

shedding light on this uncharted territory. 

As Meihami (2022) suggested, when little is known about a problem or topic, it is 

essential to conduct exploratory research to map out the territory and fine-tune the specific 

research angle later. One of the aims of this study is to explore the potential impact of using 

natural tourist places to boost reading skills. This research is dedicated to uncovering 

effective approaches for integrating Intag's natural tourist destinations into teaching 

methodologies, with the specific aim of enhancing the reading skills of senior students at 

Unidad Educativa Cuellaje. In this unique EFL context, our study aims to contribute 

innovative strategies for maximizing the educational potential inherent in these remarkable 

natural settings. 

2.2.   Methods, Techniques and Instruments of Investigation  

2.2.1.   Data Collection Instruments 

         This research study utilized two distinct methodologies to gather data. Firstly, semi-

structured interviews were conducted with three teachers. The semi-structured interviews 

were chosen with the teachers because it encouraged them to have flexible and interactive 

conversations. This approach allowed the teachers to express their thoughts, experiences, 

and beliefs freely, providing a deeper understanding of their perspectives (Magaldi & Berler, 

2020) . These interviews obtained rich qualitative data, which helped to understand how the 

teachers view using Natural Tourist Places of Intag to improve reading skills. Various topics 

were discussed, including but not limited to teaching methods, challenges they faced, 

successes they observed, and recommendations for implementation. The insights gathered 

from these interviews are valuable for this study and for improving EFL reading instruction 

in the future. 

           In addition to the interviews, a questionnaire with close-ended items was employed. 

Using predetermined response options ensures efficiency, standardization, ease of analysis, 

objectivity, and comparability. Students can quickly provide specific information, enabling 

straightforward data analysis and the identification of patterns and trends (Cheung, 2021). 
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The close-ended questions allowed to gather data on students' preferences, perceptions, and 

learning experiences related to improving reading in the study context. The gathered 

information encompassed participants' interest levels, beliefs, willingness, and recognition 

of the importance of incorporating natural tourist places in Intag as a didactic resource to 

enhance reading skills. The questionnaire also asked about the teaching methods currently 

used in the classroom to enhance reading skills and the frequency of their implementation.  

        In conclusion, the application of close-ended questions in the questionnaire, 

complemented by interviews conducted with teachers, provided valuable insights into 

students' preferences, perceptions, and learning experiences concerning improving reading 

skills. The integration of these methodologies facilitated a comprehensive understanding of 

the topic. They helped to explore the potential effectiveness and implications of using 

Natural Tourist Places of Intag as a didactic resource to improve reading skills in senior 

students at Unidad Educativa Cuellaje. 

2.3.   Research questions  

The following research questions aim to investigate the role and impact of incorporating 

natural tourist places in Intag as a didactic resource for improving reading skills among 

senior students at Unidad Educativa Cuellaje. They also search the potential advantages and 

difficulties of the implementation in this context and how it could benefit English as a foreign 

language learners. 

1. What are the perceptions and attitudes of senior students towards the incorporation 

of natural tourist places of Intag as a didactic resource to improve reading skills? 

2. What are the perceived effects of integrating natural tourist places in Intag as a 

didactic resource on the reading skills of senior students at Unidad Educativa 

Cuellaje, as reported by students and teachers? 
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2.4.   Variable operationalization matrix 

1 Table 1  

Operationalization Matrix of variables. 

Note: This table shows the variables' operationalization matrix according to the 

investigation topic. The author 

2.5.   Population 

2.5.1.   Description of the study area 

 Intag is an enchanting place characterized by its rich biodiversity. The region is 

renowned for its diverse flora and fauna, with endangered species like jaguars and spectacled 

bears. Intag has gained popularity as a tourist destination, attracting visitors from both 

national and international backgrounds. The area's favorable climate and varying 

microclimates contribute to its appeal, ranging from cold cloud forests to warmer lowlands. 

With a population of over 15,000, Intag consists of seven rural parishes, including Cuellaje, 

which offer unique tourism experiences (CODELCO, 2018). 

 

Variable Indicators Data collection 

techniques 

Information sources 

Incorporating 

Natural    

tourist places in 

Intag as a 

didactic 

resource 

 

Perceptions 

Challenges 

Attitudes  

Interest 

 

 

Semi-structured 

interviews 

 

        Teachers  

 

Reading skills 

         Teaching methods         

       currently used 

   Frequency of     

     implementation 

      Perceptions of     

       implementing new  

  methods 

 

 Questionnaire 

 

              Students 
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Intag holds significant cultural and natural importance. The indigenous traditions and 

awe-inspiring mountains in the area have given it the reputation of being a sacred valley. 

Additionally, Intag is part of the Cotacachi Cayapas Ecological Reserve, a vital protected 

area of immense ecological value. The region is also renowned for its coffee production and 

the crafting of natural and handmade cabuya products exported to other countries. These 

qualities make Intag a prime location for high-quality products and a promising destination 

for tourism. 

In 1993, the Unidad Educativa Cuellaje was established to improve the quality of 

education. Over time, the school expanded and introduced various programs. Notably, in 

2003, it embraced a hybrid learning environment combining distance education and face-to-

face instruction, creating a flexible and dynamic educational setting. Through the integration 

of these approaches, students gain access to a versatile learning experience. In parallel, the 

school underwent significant development, transforming into a formal institution with a 

sturdy infrastructure made of concrete blocks. By 2006, the school extended its educational 

offerings to include students up to the 8th grade. Understanding the exceptional biodiversity 

and tourism potential in the region, the school adopted a specialized approach, emphasizing 

training in sales, commerce, and tourism. This strategy empowers students to leverage the 

natural beauty and diverse tourist attractions in the area, enriching their educational journey. 

2.5.2.   Description of the participants 

In this research, convenience sampling served as the method for participant selection. 

This choice was made due to the practicality and feasibility of recruiting participants from 

the specific educational institution where the study took place. The aim was to gather insights 

from individuals who possessed an intimate understanding of the context and intricacies of 

teaching within that particular educational setting. 

For the quantitative segment of the study, the sample consisted of all the senior 

students at Unidad Educativa Cuellaje for the school year 2022-2023, totaling twenty-six 

students, comprising 12 males and 14 females. They had been studying English since their 

3rd grade of basic education, in accordance with the legal requirements of the education 
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system, and continued their English education from the 8th grade until the 3rd year of high 

school. 

In the qualitative aspect of the study, semi-structured interviews were conducted with 

the English teachers of the institution. The participants included one male and females. Two 

of the participants were women, One of them had a master's degree in language teaching, the 

teacher has been teaching English for 4 years, she started teaching in the lower grades and 

then in the school, while the other one was finishing a master's degree in curricular 

innovation, this teacher at the moment only teaches the children in the lower grades, she has 

a vocation for teaching and is one of the best teachers that the Educational Unit has had in 

the last few years. The third participant, a male, was a social studies teacher but taught 

English for administrative reasons, he adapted to the English subject, he commented that it 

had been a bit difficult but that he was able to do it because he had knowledge of the English 

language. 
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3 CHAPTER III: RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

3.1.   Results 

This chapter presents the results of the student survey conducted at Unidad Educativa 

Cuellaje. The survey was administered to third-year Baccalaureate students and aimed to 

assess their knowledge of tourist places in Intag and the materials they use to improve their 

reading skills in class. Additionally, an interview was conducted with teachers to understand 

their perspective on this methodology and how it promotes the reading skills of students. 

 

3.2.   Student’s survey results  

Does your teacher use didactic material to improve Reading skills?  

Figure 1 

Didactic Material of English skill 

 

Note: Own elaboration. Source: survey October 2023 

The graph indicates that most students benefit from the use of teaching materials by 

their educators, which helps to improve their reading skills significantly. Additionally, 

instructional materials are resources or tools used by teachers to facilitate learning and 

promote better comprehension among students. These materials come in different forms, 

including textbooks, worksheets, multimedia presentations, visual aids, digital resources, 

and others. When used effectively by teachers, instructional materials play a crucial role in 

improving students' reading skills. Nevertheless, one amount minor of the students 
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established that the teacher did not use the appropriate resources to promote the learning of 

reading skills.  

What kind of didactic resources does your teacher use to develop reading skills? 

Figure 2  

Kind of didactic material  

 

Note: Own elaboration. Source: survey October 2023 

The graph above illustrates the various resources that teachers utilize to augment 

reading skills, which, in turn, facilitates the acquisition of knowledge of language through 

this mode of learning. According to the graph, a significant number of students consider 

government books to be the most effective didactic material that they use to enhance their 

reading skills. However, some students asserted that teachers infrequently incorporate 

magazines, stories, and scientific research in their teaching methods, which they believe does 

not contribute to the optimal development of reading skills. 
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How important do you think it is to know about tourist places in Intag, considering that 

you study some subjects related to tourism? 

Figure 3 

Importance of tourist places in Intag 

 

 A relevant important aspect that is described in this graph is about the students that 

study this kind of career. This career allows them to have knowledge and information that 

can enrich students' educational experiences, broaden their horizons, and equip them with 

skills and insights that are valuable not only academically but also in their personal lives. 

Nevertheless, the data presented in the graph indicates that most students perceive it as 

"something important" to be familiar with the tourist places in Intag. However, a small but 

significant group of students consider it "Very Important" to have relevant information about 

these tourist places. On the other hand, some students only consider this information to be 

"important." Overall, this graph provides insights into the varying degrees of importance 

attached to knowledge of tourist places among students pursuing a particular career. 

 

 

 

 

Note: Own elaboration. Source: survey October 2023 
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Choose the strategies that the teacher uses in class to improve reading skills. 

Figure 4 

Strategies that Improve Reading Skills 

 

Note: Own elaboration. Source: survey October 2023 

According to the data shown in the graph, there are different strategies to promote 

and improve reading skills, which involve a combination of approaches that focus on 

engagement, practice, and individualized support. Thus, the graph shows the principal 

strategies that it considers more relevant. On the one hand, the majority of the students 

consider that teachers use the use of visual aids principally. Nevertheless, another group of 

students established that the teachers only focus on performing or giving feedback on the 

topic of the class and refrain from inciting another kind of reading. On the other hand, a 

major number of students consider that the teacher with less frequently the teacher 

performing activities preciously knowledge. Consequently, by implementing and promoting 

these strategies in a supportive and encouraging learning environment, students can 

effectively develop and improve their reading skills over time. 
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Would you like to have a didactic guide with information about tourist places in Intag? 

Figure 5 

Didactic guide about tourist places 

 

Note: Own elaboration. Source: survey October 2023 

The figure helps to know the interest and the connection that exists between students 

with the didactic material since the goal is not to convey knowledge through the material but 

to give the child the opportunity to interact with it, encounter new sensations, and make 

discoveries. Additionally, Adults act as mediators between materials and children. Thanks 

to this practical experience and research, children's intelligence will be developed and grown. 

Therefore, materials are only the initial stage on the way to the construction of intelligence. 

Hence, in its entirety, the students established that the didactic material is an important piece 

in the development of education, so all of them wish to have different types of didactic 

material based on tourist places of Intag. 
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From the following places, choose which ones you would like to include in the didactic 

guide. 

Figure 6 

Opinions about the didactic guide 

 

Note: Own elaboration. Source: survey October 2023 

The pie chart presents the possible opinions that the students chose to create a didactic 

guide which established a better performance at developing the reading skills. Therefore, for 

most of the students, the better way is to implement information about the "hummingbird 

field." As well as Nangulvi Hot Springs since it´s a topic of major interest for them. 

Nevertheless, the rest of the students said that the best way is to implement information about 

Tourist Center Gualimán; it should be noted that all the subjects are important for the tourists 

of Intag. 
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Do you read about natural tourist places from Intag in your English class? 

Figure 7 

Tourist places in Intag 

 

Note: Own elaboration. Source: survey October 2023 

The pie chart shows the progress of reading of tourist places in Intag which promote 

learning English during the hour classes. Hence, the picture represents that in its entirety, the 

learners do read and acquire information about the places more emblematic of Intag. 

Furthermore, this type of reading helps the student to improve their English skills as well as 

to implement the most amount of vocabulary based in these places of Intag. 
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Which of the following teaching strategies does the teacher use in the classroom? 

Figure 8 

Reading Strategies 

 

Note: Own elaboration. Source: survey October 2023 

According to the graph, reading strategies are that can be employed to enhance one's 

reading skills. These strategies can help you read faster, comprehend complex texts better, 

and retain information more effectively. The graph consideration provides a detailed analysis 

of the different reading strategies employed by teachers during their class hours. On the one 

hand, it shows that most of the students use previewing strategies to recall prior knowledge 

and set a purpose for reading. This involves skimming a text for features and information 

that will help when reading it in detail later. On the other hand, the number of selections for 

the other reading strategies is not used by the teachers during the English classes, which 

gives us the understanding that only one strategy does not promote the development and 

enhancement of the reading skills of the students. 
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3.3.   Teacher’s Interview Analysis  

What strategies do you use to develop the reading skills in your students? 

Teacher A:  

Well, as I told you before, my job is working with students from first grade to seventh 

grade. I don't use specific reading material because they are starting to read. So, for the great 

six and seven, I use materials related to the module that the Ministry of Education gives us 

to the teachers to teach students to read. So, I also use a sheet of paper with small readings 

where the students can learn about basic vocabulary. 

Teacher B:  

I try to use it in my class of four skills. But according to the book that gives us the 

minister of Education. I had to practice more in reading and Grammar, trying to record the 

lecture using different apps so that students practice their listening and listen to their audio 

about reading, as well as the right way of pronunciation according to what they understand 

in Spanish. For example, with the grammar they have in the book, they can practice their 

reading. 

Teacher C: 

The strategies that I use are readings. Comprehensive images also help me relate the 

text with the ideas that they can also tell me in comparison to images; perhaps from time to 

time, we use some small stories. In the same way, they write stories in relation to small stories 

according to the grammar that they are working on in that class topic and also short sentences 

that they can write in both English and Spanish for those who also understand what grammar 

is. They can translate grammar into the ideas they have in Spanish. 

Analyze:  

In the following comments of the teachers in accordance with the question, they use 

different strategies to improve their English skills, which generated a systematic approach to 
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language learning, helping learners navigate the complexities of acquiring English skills 

more effectively while also boosting motivation and confidence. Therefore, each strategy 

helps to improve the ability to learn English so that, in this case, the use of the internet, books, 

and recording the voice of the students helps to improve their reading skills and generate 

more vocabulary according to the topic class. 

What kind of didactic resources do you use to improve reading skills in your students? 

Teacher A: 

I told you before the materials that are used for reading skills are unique modules that 

the ministry education gives us, and I also have a small reading for the internet. 

Teacher B: 

When I am involved in group work, I often utilize records and computer files to gather 

information and assist with the project. Additionally, I occasionally incorporate visual aids 

such as pictures to enhance our presentation and make it more engaging for our audience. 

Teacher C: 

Usually, what I use are short TikTok videos, where there are speeches about various 

topics rather than one message and everything in between. So, what you do is get the main 

ideas from that text. Search for verbs, search for keywords that allow you to guide and 

interpret the text, and search for specific information according to the topic; in the same way, 

we also use songs to improve vocabulary, reading, and pronunciation of words. 

Analyze:  

The data and information that the teachers gave us are of utmost importance because, 

for them, the use of technology today is of utmost importance because it provides in different 

ways an improvement in English skills, now, although the use of teaching materials also 

promotes the learning of the language, much more in improving reading skills, so 
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implementing reading resources on the tourist sites of Intag would be very helpful to promote 

tourism as well as the learning of Indian language. 

What do you think about using readings based on Intag? 

Teacher A: 

Well, I have never used a reading based on tourist places in Intag because I'm working 

with. Will, but I have knowledge that the read different kind of materials with this topic and, 

it's very important because of the students’ study here in this high school with the career of 

Tourism. So, I think they must use this methodology. 

Teacher B: 

I believe that reading scripts is a personal activity because students need to practice 

and listen carefully. In order to make the most out of it, they should record themselves reading 

the script in groups. This way, they can focus on specific words and practice them along with 

the grammar taught in class. This is my main goal when working with my group of students. 

Teacher C: 

  I consider that they are very important because now we read something related to 

our career. We are going to strengthen our careers, and we are going to teach young people 

and direct them more than anything to what they are studying and where. They may have or 

what they may have, or what knowledge they will have by the time they finish their school 

period. 

Analyze:  

Based on the question presented, the teachers have emphasized the significance of 

promoting tourist destinations through informative readings. Such readings play a crucial 

role in providing visitors with a comprehensive understanding of the various attractions, 

activities, and amenities that a place has to offer. In this context, they have highlighted the 

importance of promoting Intag tourism through such readings, not just for the benefit of the 
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tourism course taught in their educational institution but also for the educational development 

of students across all levels. By incorporating such readings, students can enhance their 

knowledge about the city's culture, thereby helping them learn a new language more 

engagingly and effectively. 

Have you used didactic resources related to tourist places to develop reading skills? Yes 

/no, why? 

Teacher A: 

Currently, it is not possible to connect Intag with tourist destinations outside the 

parish due to the limited availability of information here. However, more information can be 

obtained from sources outside the parish. Therefore, I tend to rely more on other places to 

obtain and work with the necessary information from the cantonal capital. 

Teacher B:  

In this case, I only have a class with this group of students. I give classes of basic 

level to 8-9-10 grades, as well as to learners of baccalaureate, but I don´t have work with this 

type of methodology that promotes the tourist in Intag; because of that, only I must perform 

my activities with the resources of the Ministry of Education. 

Teacher C: 

Related to Intag, at the moment, it could not yet be related to tourist places that are 

outside the parish because there is even much more information that can be obtained from 

there generally from here on Intag, there is not so much information; I just think that there 

from the cantonal capital, so what I turn to the most is to the other places so that they can get 

the information and so that they can also work with that information. 

Analyze:  

From the following comments made by the teachers, we can understand that reading 

teaching resources are of utmost importance to promote tourism for teachers the only 
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teaching resource they have is that of the Ministry of Education, so no tourist information 

from Intag promotes the development of reading but rather tourist places in other cantons, in 

this way, the necessary information about these places is not insufficient to promote the 

learning of the English language through the comprehensive readings that students can 

acquire. 

What do you think about using a didactic guide containing reading material based on 

natural places of Intag with your students? 

Teacher A: 

According to the information that we have in several areas. So, I believe that this unit 

of education needs much material-based reading because the students don't have the 

necessary materials to use based on this local area, so it would be very important if I had 

someone help us with this kind of material to work with students. 

Teacher B: 

It could be a good teaching material for students; for me, it would be a very dynamic 

subject because it develops students' knowledge of tourist places as well as for teachers since 

they would have teaching material corresponding to the tourist places of Intag. 

Teacher C: 

It is a very good idea given the lack of information we have. We would be a very 

good source of information that we could use in the institution for us to work from within 

our parish and teach our children how they can promote tourism from here from the place 

where they live. It would be a very good idea and a very good help for us Tourism teachers 

as well because, yes, we are constantly looking for information elsewhere, and what we need 

to reinforce is not there anymore here. 
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Analyze:  

     The analysis of this question, Intag is a beautiful tourist destination that has a lot to offer 

in terms of culture. However, most teachers need more resources and information to promote 

tourism in the area through reading. To address this issue, it would be highly beneficial to 

implement a teaching resource in educational institutions that focuses on Intag tourist 

attractions. This would help students pursuing a career in tourism to gain more knowledge 

about the canton where they live and promote the area's unique culture through English, 

which, through tourism, English language would be more attractive and educational. 

What techniques do you use during class hours to promote the analysis of techniques of 

reading? 

Teacher A: 

    Generally, in my opinion, the use of all the reading strategies is very complex to apply 

with the students since it has an extensive subject to teach. So, in my opinion, I prefer to use 

the previewing technique since it is easier to use and understand together with the students. 

Teacher B: 

    Answering this question, most techniques are useful to improve the student´s skills, so I 

consider it useful to use techniques like skimming and scanning, which help to understand 

better and give a more comprehensive idea of the exposed texts. 

Teacher C: 

     In my case, the use of skimming, scanning, previewing, and others are very good elements 

that I apply to my students because I focus on developing their reading thinking and 

comprehension of the readings that are exposed in the books of the ministry and according 

to these skills, exposing them with readings that promote the development of tourism in Intag 

would be an excellent academic resource. 
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Analyze: 

Based on the question and the teachers' responses, the application of reading 

techniques helps to improve the student's reading skills considerably. On the other hand, 

implementing all the reading techniques in a didactic guide which involves the tourism of 

Intag as well as promoting the learning of a foreign language will be of great benefit for the 

students as well as for the teachers who teach the English class and much more for the tourism 

career that is given in this school. 

3.4.   Discussion 

Following a thorough analysis of the responses gathered from a comprehensive 

survey and in-depth interviews conducted with both students and teachers at Unidad 

Educativa Cuellaje, I have taken careful consideration of the unique perspectives and 

valuable insights provided by each participant. These insights have proved instrumental in 

guiding the development of the research that aims to enhance reading skills by exploring the 

rich cultural and historical significance of tourist destinations in the canton of Intag.  

The survey conducted on students reveals the importance of implementing new and 

innovative teaching strategies to promote English language learning. The survey highlights 

that the use of these strategies creates an environment that is conducive to learning and 

enjoyable for students. As a result, students show a growing interest in learning English. 

(Sevy-Biloon, 2022) However, it is imperative to note that the development of reading skills 

and other language skills in English largely depends on the teachers. Thus, creating teaching 

materials that focus on improving reading skills, with the help of popular tourist spots in 

Intag, can be an effective way to enhance students' knowledge about the place where they 

live. In addition, such an approach can also promote the culture of the canton, making the 

learning experience more immersive and meaningful for students. By integrating a new 

language like English based on the readings, students can gain valuable skills that can prepare 

them for success in today's globalized world. (Parker, 2019). 
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On the other hand, in the interview, it was revealed that the reading materials used by 

teachers in English are not proving to be very helpful in the development of students' English 

skills. The teachers believe that this is because the topics covered in these materials are not 

particularly interesting or relevant to the students. However, the teachers have come up with 

a solution to this issue. They suggest creating teaching materials that are related to the canton 

where the students live (Novitasari, 2023). By doing so, they can promote tourism in the area 

while also emphasizing the importance of learning English. Reading materials that are based 

on the students' hometowns would be more comfortable and attractive for them to read, 

making the learning process more engaging and enjoyable. 

To sum up, the academic proposal presents an invaluable guide for educators to 

inspire and encourage their students to read and expand their vocabulary in the English 

language. In addition to this, it also aims to promote the development of the students' careers 

at Unidad Educativa Cuellaje by providing them with comprehensive knowledge and 

information about various tourist destinations in Intag. Moreover, the academic proposal is 

of paramount importance as it combines various teaching techniques and strategies that foster 

a dynamic and creative learning environment, making the process of learning more engaging 

and didactic. By implementing the proposed strategies, teachers can create an atmosphere 

that encourages students to participate actively in the readings and build their confidence in 

using the English language. 
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4 CHAPTER IV: PROPOSAL  

4.1.    Introduction 

     Within the educational field it is very important to take into account the search for and 

increase of strategies, techniques and didactic material for meaningful learning in the 

students. After the analysis of the surveys conducted with the students, it was concluded that 

it is very important to implement a didactic guide that contains information about the tourist 

sites of Intag with activities and reading techniques to improve the reading skills of the 

students, as they consider it necessary to increase their knowledge in order to develop in the 

educational field, as they are students who have the subject of tourism in English and do not 

have material that is related to informative topics or that can increase their knowledge. 

     This proposal aims to use information about tourist places, which involves the 

consumption of various natural and cultural manifestations, as a means to improve reading 

skills. Tourism allows people to immerse themselves in important information. Reading 

plays a crucial role in tourism, as it allows individuals to acquire knowledge and perceptions 

about a place before their trip. In addition, tourism plays a very important role in education 

as it helps to develop meaningful learning through reading as it is a valuable tool for people 

interested in tourism activities and enriches their experiences by providing them with 

knowledge about tourist sites and activities that can be carried out. 

4.2.   Rationale  

     This proposal has arisen with the intention of creating innovative activities for the 

development of English language learning and to demonstrate that improving a skill is not 

as boring or complicated as it seems. The activities to be developed in this didactic guide are 

aligned to the modules that are used in educational institutions and that are taught by the 

Ministry of Education (MINEDUC) which contains topics and strategies that help develop 

student learning. 

     Through readings and activities, this guide aims to help improve reading skills and 

increase students' knowledge through the reading techniques: Skimming, Scanning and 

inferring which are very effective techniques that help to understand and comprehend the 

content of a text.  
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     Finally, this proposal is an aid so that students and teachers of the educational institution 

can make use of it and know how to use in an effective way the information contained in this 

didactic resource, especially in the subject of English and subjects related to tourism. In this 

way, it is hoped that students will feel motivated and confident in using reading techniques, 

increase their vocabulary and improve their reading skills. 

Proposal’s name 

Alejandro´s Adventure through Intag. 

4.3.   Objectives 

General Objective  

• Improve the reading skills of students through the implementation of a didactic 

guide with tourist information of Intag. 

Specific Objectives  

• Select the most appropriate reading techniques to implement in the didact guide. 

• Incorporate readings and interactive activities for the development of reading skills. 

• Evaluate the progress of students in reading skills through the activities 

implemented in the didactic guide. 
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5 CHAPTER V: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

5.1.   CONCLUSIONS 

     At the end of the research entitled “Natural Tourist Places of Intag as a Didactic Resources 

to Improve Reading Skills in Senior Students at Unidad Educativa Cuellaje, Academic Period 

2022-2023” the following conclusions have been reached: 

     The creation of a didactic guide about tourist places of Intag with strategies and techniques 

to improve reading skills represents an important and multifaceted educational initiative, as 

this creation promotes knowledge and cultural richness about tourist places and addresses the 

critical need to improve reading skills, a fundamental skill for academic and professional 

success. 

     The identification and recognition of tourist places of Intag is a very important step for 

the creation of the didactic guide as it can offer the students an increase of knowledge and 

practice English language. The detailed description of each tourist attraction provides a visual 

stimulus that makes the student interested in the subject. 

     The identification of effective techniques, strategies and material is important for the 

development of reading skills. Diversification of pedagogical approaches and adaptation to 

different learning styles are key elements to improve a specific skill in senior students. 

     The creation of a didactic guide that integrates Intag's tourist sites with activities and 

readings will make it a complete and practical tool for students' learning. The relationship 

between tourism and education improves students' motivation and understanding. 

5.2.   RECOMMENDATIONS 

    Once the conclusions have been reached, the following recommendations are suggested to 

continue working on the development of reading skills. 

     It is advisable to implement this didactic guide in an interactive way involving the students 

and the participation of local experts in tourism and education to complement the objective 

of the guide, as this will be an educational tool that will bring a lot to the students and 

teachers. 
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    It is suggested to realize and organize excursions or educational activities in tourist places 

identified in Intag, so that students can relate and try to create real situations in order to make 

use the information provided in the didactic guide. In addition, students can be provided with 

related materials in English that contain information about flora, fauna, and geography, 

allowing them to practice reading in a real  and meaningful   environment. 

     It is recommended to encourage the implementation of diverse techniques, strategies and 

material such as; books, magazines, debates and others, to increase and have results in the 

teaching process  and at the same time motivate students to improve the reading skills. 

     It is advised that the academic guide implement a variety of activities such as descriptions 

of places, essays or presentations of tourist sites and also readings in which reading 

techniques that are effective for understanding and analyzing information from any type of 

text can be applied. 
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ANNEXES 

Annex 1. Validación de instrumentos  
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