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ABSTRACT

This research is focused on improving reading skills using Folk tales centered only in Ibarra
city for seventh-grade students at Unidad Educativa Ibarra. This project aims to propose a
didactic strategy as the folktales to improve reading comprehension in English as a foreign
language so that students feel comfortable and confident practicing it and avoid frustration
in learning this language.

This project is based on the theoretical basis of establishing different and fun resources with
Folktales that improve reading skills. The present research was carried out with the important
collaboration of the Principal, English teachers, Administrative personnel, and the valuable
participation of the seventh-grade students at Unidad Educativa Ibarra. Furthermore, this
study was focused on a mixed method therefore quantitative and qualitative methods were
used for the data collection, using instruments such as interviews and surveys. The
interviews were directed to the Principal and English teachers as well as the surveys to
seventh-grade students. With the results obtained, a didactic guide with innovative activities
with folktales (legends) from Ibarra city to improve English language learning was designed.

Keywords: Strategies, Reading Skills, Folktales, Reading Comprehension.
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RESUMEN

Esta investigacion se enfocO en mejorar la destreza de lectura utilizando Cuentos
Tradicionales centrados unicamente en la ciudad de Ibarra para estudiantes de séptimo afio
de la Unidad Educativa “Ibarra”, en la Avenida Mariano Acosta de la ciudad de Ibarra, en la
provincia de Imbabura en el periodo académico 2021-2022. El objetivo de este proyecto fue
proponer una estrategia didactica como los Cuentos Tradicionales para mejorar la
Comprension Lectora y desarrollar el idioma Ingles para que los estudiantes se sientan
comodos y confiados practicandolo, evitar la frustracion de los estudiantes al momento de
aprender este idioma.

Este proyecto parte de las bases tedricas para establecer recursos diferentes y divertidos con
Cuentos Tradicionales para mejorar la destreza de lectura. La presente investigacion se llevo
a cabo con la importante colaboracion del Rector, Profesores de Inglés, Personal
Administrativo y la valiosa participacion de los estudiantes de séptimo grado de la Unidad
Educativa “Ibarra”. Ademads, este estudio se enfocé en dos métodos como cuantitativo y
cualitativo. En la recoleccion de datos, utilizando instrumentos como entrevistas y encuestas.
Las entrevistas fueron dirigidas al sefior rector y a las profesoras de inglés, asi como las
encuestas a los estudiantes de séptimo grado. Por otro lado, se disefi6 una guia con
actividades innovadoras que tienen Cuentos Tradicionales (Leyendas) de la cuidad de Ibarra
para mejorar el aprendizaje del idioma Ingles.

Palabras claves: Estrategias, Habilidades lectoras, Cuentos Populares, Comprension
Lectora.
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INTRODUCTION

Nowadays, English is the language most spoken worldwide, and it is considered the
dialect of science, aviation, IT, government, and tourism. Furthermore, English helps
achieve goals and opens the doors to more experiences, talking with different speakers
around the world. However, studying a new language could be difficult but with teachers
who teach with good methods and, materials; achieving that students build the knowledge.
On the other hand, this language has an important value in different fields such as education,
medicine, and tourism among others.

Regarding education, learning the English language opens many doors for people to
achieve their goals for success. Furthermore, this language provides great options for
academic training without limits in different institutions, high schools, and universities
located in foreign countries. English is used around the world not only in countries that speak
English because institutions offer programs to encompass a diversity of people to access
better education.

The present study is concentrated on helping the seventh-graders at Unidad Educativa
Ibarra to improve their reading comprehension using folktales of Ibarra City so that the
students feel comfortable at the time of reading. The English Teaching in Ecuador is
indispensable in education. However, the lack of interest and difficulty in understanding this
language generate different problems in the students. Due to this, there is a low level of
English, especially Reading skills because the students feel that this language is boring and
they do not understand the teacher’s teaching method. Furthermore, some students do not
read in their native language less in a foreign language such as English. Consequently,
teachers must discover new strategies or improve them because reading is a skill that
enriches the vocabulary and develops the imagination.

Therefore, language teaching fixes to strengthen the reading skills of the students.
Therefore, teachers need to apply different media, and strategies to create activities that
promote the reading habit. Consequently, the educational field has been aggregated to
Folktales as a pedagogical strategy that helps students facilitate learning.

Background

According to (Yuliana, 2016) The English language is universal and frequently
employed by people worldwide. Consequently, considered a global language that uses many
purposes of people activities. English language has four skills Listening, Speaking, Reading,
and Writing. On this occasion, it will be analyzed reading skill. Reading skills are important
skills that should be mastered by the student. Moreover, it is mandatory because the greatest
success of their studies abides by their aptitude to read.

13



Folktales are attractive resources for better reading skills, where the students
comprehend the stories, and the plot because they are short stories. Moreover, the story
should have the different events of Ibarra city and the level of student’s language abilities.
So, these stories can enhance the reading comprehension of the students in this skill. In
addition, some studies affirm that students do not use the English language outside and inside
the classroom. For this reason, folktales can be a way to help the students in EFL to develop
Reading skills. These folktales help students study grammar structure, increase their
vocabulary, and discover other cultures and history. (Siddique, Hira, 2016).

Problem Description

In Ecuador, English language Teaching is at a low level of proficiency in EFL
because the mother tongue is not English. However, English for some students is boring and
difficult to understand. For this reason, it is necessary to opt for new strategies where the
student feels motivated and does not see the English Language as an enemy.

According to (Ministry of Education, S.f) mentions that reading skills develop in the
classroom through reading, students can enhance critical thinking, discover how to
communicate with different people, and encourage the habit of reading at a young age.
However, the habit of reading in our country is a complicated topic because Ecuadorian
students don't like reading in Spanish, our mother tongue, and less reading in a foreign
language such as English and their disinterest in learning it. Thus, in the classroom, the
teacher must implement different strategies to help the students understand and improve this
skill.

In this project, a strategy will be shown where new results are obtained to improve
the English language, especially in reading skills. An important condition to achieve and
improve this learning is the methodology to promote new experiences and knowledge. For
example, a strategy that helps the student have a different perspective of English because for
many it is a headache because they are not used to reading, but in which the student can
analyze and imagine different imaginary events that have happened. in our city and develop
your reading potential by synthesizing it to learn in a motivating way. Folktales used in
education are a way to keep in touch with Ibarra city and its culture. Through these folktales,
the student discovers and learns new things and new vocabulary and will improve their
grammar and share ideas with other classmates.

Justification

This research is presented as a solution to reading skills through a fun and little-used
strategy to develop reading comprehension with folktales.

The folktales that will be used are only from Ibarra City. Students will have the
opportunity to remember these tales since they are used in Spanish subjects. Therefore, they
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will have different surprising and curious themes and a variety of proposed reading
comprehension exercises by the teacher. Moreover, this strategy seeks to promote reading
and reading comprehension because it is necessary to develop the English language.
Therefore, the folktales imply a concentration of the students while having fun and having a
habit of reading for life.

As (Perugachi & Guevara, 2016) mentioned at the Unidad Educativa Ibarra, it is of
vital importance to increase students' interest in learning and mastering the English language,
which will result in multiple benefits in the academic and professional field, since being a
world language allows access to many opportunities for work and better performance.

Impacts

In this project, there are impacts so important such as academic, social, and emotional
that benefit in one way or another in the English language. Firstly, the academic impact
focuses on improving reading comprehension, discovering new vocabulary through fun
activities, and developing imagination and creativity with folktales of Ibarra. Secondly, the
social impact fosters a good relationship with students in the classroom and with society. In
these times, the English language opens doors, such as national or international; for it is a
world language, and students seek better teaching of a second language to their performance
in the future. In addition, the emotional impact favors concentration due to the base of
learning. Moreover, increases motivation and students' interest in the interaction and
communication between people.

Objectives
General Objective
e Propose folktales as a learning strategy to improve the Reading skills of seventh-
graders at Unidad Educativa Ibarra.
Specific objectives
e Diagnose the resources that teachers use in class to develop reading skills in students
of Unidad Educativa Ibarra.
e Identify relevant students’ learning needs regarding resources to develop reading
skills and the cultural aspects of Ibarra City.

e Collect the folk tales from Ibarra that can be used as a resource to improve reading

skills.

15



e Design a didactic material based on Folktales from Ibarra with different innovative

activities to improve reading skills.
Structure of the research report

This research has four chapters developed in the following manner. Chapter 1 has a
theoretical framework that contains specific information about this theme of investigation.
Chapter II is inspired by the methodology, procedure, and tools that it will use in this study.
Chapter I1I refers to data collation, the results analysis of interviews and surveys carried out
to the sample of this institution, for this investigative study, finishing with a discussion of
these results.

Finally, Chapter IV is designed as a proposal with fun activities to help the students

in reading comprehension and develop their imagination and creativity to get in touch with
the culture and discover wonderful Ibarra legends.
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CHAPTER I: THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

This section shows the theoretical framework of this investigation work and refers to
folk tales as a strategy to strengthen the reading skills of seventh-graders at Unidad
Educativa Ibarra.

This part of this project shows detailed theoretical information based on different
investigations, theses, ideas, and other important points. Based solely on Ibarra city in the
different fictitious events that have happened over the years. On the other hand, students can
learn fun and differently in education since involving folktales is a new and curious strategy
to develop reading skills and maintain greater contact with certain important events in our
country, especially in our city.

1.1. ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

The growth of the English language around the world has had a great impact on
globalization. Thus, more people spend time learning English. In this sense, learning has
become elementary because of this, learners start learning this language soon. Furthermore,
many countries include this language as a second language. Teaching and learning English
is needed in public and private education.

The English language amounts to 4 abilities, such as listening, speaking, reading, and
writing. These skills support each other because work together to develop the English in the
students. For this reason, students find it complicated to learn a new language to adapt.
However, students' interests must be important to improve their performance. If the students
are uninterested in English learning, it will be complicated for them to comprehend a new
language. (Anastassiou & Andreou, S.f)

1.1.1 English as a foreign language in Ecuador

English Teaching is a process that has been established in the education of
Ecuadorians because their mother tongue is not English. That is to say, they do all students
are L1 Spanish speakers. Taking into account that there are different bilingualism degrees
by the plurinational and ethnicities of the regions of Ecuador. Moreover, the teacher is in
charge of motivating and encouraging the student.

According to the Ecuadorian Ministry of Education (Ministry of Education, S.f), it
must center on student learning based on tasks, the necessity of using innovative activities,
and high interaction levels between teachers and students and also own students.
Furthermore, learning is not only based on acquiring knowledge but also on putting it into
practice to improve students' skills in the classroom. Reading comprehension encourages
critical thinking, creativity, and imagination in students. On the other hand, the teacher must

17



look for attractive activities, creating them with many materials, tools, and technology to
motivate students inside and outside of class. In this way, students are motivated because
they learn in different ways and at different paces. Not all students learn the same.

In a way, in schools and high schools is necessary that the students achieve a level
satisfactory in the English Language at the moment upon graduating from Educacion
General Basic (EGB). Furthermore, the level must be Al in seventh-graders. At the same
time, the contents are used in the years of Educacion Basica Superior (8th, 9th, 10th EGB)
as feedback in a different context. Likewise, in years of baccalaureate, the teacher teaches
the same contents but focuses on grammar and new vocabulary.

1.2. COMMON EUROPEAN FRAMEWORK OF REFERENCE
(CEFR)

The Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) is a universal pattern to English
proficiency and as a foreign language. It consists of six levels, Al to C2. Moreover, they are grouped
into, three levels such as Basic user, Independent User, and Proficient user.

A1 level is the basic User of this language. At this level, the students can be able to
understand phrases and expressions related to different areas such as personal information
and family, shopping, places, and occupations. Furthermore, can describe different aspects
of the past and the environment. (Common European Framework of Reference , 2020)

1.3. CULTURAL INFLUENCES IN LANGUAGE LEARNING

Teaching language must have a relationship with the culture because it extracts the
language in particular. Moreover, language learning is not based only on grammar rules but
social behavior and cultural customs.

According to (Williams & Williams, 2020) Culture is grouped into perspective,
behavior, and values shared with a group of people. It is worth mentioning that culture and
language are inseparable due to the need to work together. In addition, to dominate a second
language is fundamental due to the people must live with a group of people native to the
language that they want to learn, that to say knowing a new culture and sharing different
points of view.

1.4. FOLK-TALES

A folktale is a story fiction that is transmitted from generation to generation in an oral
way. In this case, the word Folk is the German origin velk, meaning people. These folktales
recount imaginary facts where the characters aren't only people but also fantastic creatures.
Furthermore, they are made by the people, hence the name, since they are also called
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traditional tales. Many folk tales are tied to the national identity of a city or place of origin.
(Kirby, Felipe, 2022)

Moreover, these stories refer to different moments in life, they narrate emotions such as
happiness, among others, and also mythological and strange animals. The folktales have
different genres for all student's ages. Likewise, teach a lesson that can help the students in
their lives. The myths and folktales are similar because both tell stories about cultural beliefs.
(August, House, 2023) mentions that folktales have a broad range of stories such as fables,
myths, legends, fairy tales, epic tales, and horror stories because they are the most important
and also mentions that folktales reinforce a shared history and cultural traditions.

1.5. ORIGIN OF THE TALES: ORAL TRADITION AND
FOLKTALES

Long ago, cultures decided to tell their experiences, transmitting their wisdom to the
youngest people to keep the ancestral culture to transmit the observations and memories
from generation to generation. The characters of these stories are thinkers to keep their
essence. The folktales of antiquity caused fear among the people believing in maledictions
of nature for lightning, thunders among other phenomena that can cause damage to society.

The people discovered that traditional tales were the product of the imagination of
primitive men and older people. On the other hand, the wisdom of the people has not
hesitated to accept as true the argument of the legend, the myth, and the fable made into a
tale since its characters and actions reflect the stories told and perhaps sung by the people
since It is not only to the delight of the elderly but also to the distraction of children because
the story contains fantastic elements, which fulfill the function of entertaining listeners and
teaching them to differentiate between what is good and what is bad. (Montoya, Victor,
2002)

1.6. IMPORTANCE OF FOLKTALES

The importance of Folktales helps because the students study some places' traditions
and culture. Moreover, develops Reading skills more compactly. These tales facilitate the
students to differentiate characters following a plot or sequence of events.

In Addition, these folktales are simple to share because they teach a variety the topics
through reading comprehension with the end of entertaining and educating the students. On
the other hand, they help the reading skills, critical thinking, fluency, and discovering new
vocabulary. Thus it is necessary to apply them to develop the student's capacity. The
folktales are fundamental because it is a fountain of appreciation between beliefs, paradigms,
fear, fun, and others. (Dahal, Hikmat, 2021)
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These folktales mention that follow the evolution according to the different events.
That is why, folktales always will be relevant, today and in the future. These tales open the
doors to the fantasy and reality world and also have an order of experiences, conserving
wisdom and life lessons.

Another important point of this topic is that folktales influence the perception,
attitude, behavior, and other factors in human life and society. Furthermore, these tales
permit humans to learn lifestyles. They consider that folklore is the base of a nation or group
of people because they feel pride in their locality, culture, and traditions showing it to the
world.

1.7. CHARACTERISTICS OF FOLKTALES

Nowadays, folktales are still present because they are transmitted from generation to
generation. Furthermore, these have different environments for their writing, such as forests,
fields, mountains, or towns. These environments are part of a culture; the students feel
confident with the scenarios and the story's credibility.

As characteristics of Folktales are mentioned in that they are written anonymously.
They are presented in different versions according to the regions or countries. Furthermore,
they are having modifications due to time because the generations have changed.

Folktales have these characteristics that help the students:

¢ Sharing of manner oral by generations.

¢ Following plots.

+¢ Placing simple characters

¢ Reforce the consequences

% The folktales were written in the past time because they involve the culture and the
people.

% The folktales have action, paranormal situations, plots, adventure, and fun because
they have great feats.

¢+ These tales are quick and short.

« Finally, the folktales are written in the third person as in other writings. (Priwan, S.f)

1.8. TYPES OF FOLKTALES

1.8.1. Whatis a Fable?

The fables are short stories that are dedicated to kids. Therefore, these stories have a
moral of fable, that is to say, teaching. On the other hand, are called Fables to the
mythological classics, the characters are animals or extraordinary objects and humans and
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divines characters.

According to history, the fables were created by a man called Aesop, who was a slave
in Greece. For this reason, Aesop’s fables are involved in students' learning in schools and
childhood to develop reading skills. In addition, these fables encourage imagination,
creativity, sensibility, and empathy with the emotion of the characters, mostly the
protagonists are animals. (Education, 2023)

1.8.2. What is a Myth?

The myth is a tale of the unknown that tells real events that are joined with religion.
It is worth mentioning that they are stories of gods or superhuman beings involved in
extraordinary events or situations. For example, the gods’ father, God Zeus, relates Adan
and Eva's creation and the moon’s myths. Moreover, the myth has a remarkable story in the
English language due to various events strange related to divine beings. Myths are stories
that people do not believe happened and do not happen in the future either. (Hunter, Jack, S.f)

On another point, myths are part of cultural rites because it is collective, and the
principal function is group cohesion. The rituals are about the religions that revive the past,
especially their origins. Myth is an expression of culture, while culture is expressed through
myth.

According to (Ayala & Almeida, 2023) the myth is a part evident in the stories
because it explains the feelings reported from generation to generation, enriched by cultural
aspects of the town. Moreover, the legends and myths stay alive over time, and the value
that society gives them. In history, these folktales were told the parties so that everyone knew
them, in these stories, all can happen because they teach and explain certain things in a fun
way.

1.8.3. What is a legend?

The legends relate facts and different events related to a country, popular heroes,
imaginary creatures, and strangers transmitted from generation to generation orally or in
writing within a family, clan, or town.

Legends are the cultural patrimony of the society. However, these legends with time
the original version changes, and society accepts new versions. They have a mix of
characters real and fantastic exposing the customs and history of a town.

As (Escanta & Posada, 2019) mentioned legends supernaturally have their origin and
ideology but suffer alterations due to the way they were told. On other occasions, the legends
tell events real or unreal without verification; consequently, for science and events of society
in time and space.
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Myth and legend are also traditional narratives, but they are often considered to be
autonomous genres. These stories are not considered true, as well as It has been mentioned
in certain parts of this chapter since these types of literature have certain similarities. (Cruz,
Antonio, 2018).

1.8.4. What are Fairy Tales?

Fairy tales are stories of magic in that the characters' principals are goblins, sirens,
and some fantastic characters, but not necessarily fairies. Furthermore, they are dedicated
only to kids, written in prose transmitted by a narrator to others. They have a beginning,
middle, and end with a protagonist and antagonist with conflict and solution.

These tales sometimes begin with " Once upon a time..." and with happy ends due to
solving different issues, and events that happen in the story that students read, the good
characters always succeed but the bad characters suffer many tragedies in the development
of reading.

1.8.5. What are Epic Tales?

They are literary works based on a hero, adventure, or incredible story. Therefore,
they involve rescuing the principal character, saving the world, or fighting against a rival.

On the other hand, Epic tales are centered on Greek gods and myths. They adapt the
literature to cinematographic work for a long duration. For example, Harry Potter and The
Lord of the Rings are epic tales in the cinema. (Kokemiiller, Neil, S.f)

1.8.6. What are Horror Stories?

A story based on fear and also creates suspense and tension. In this case, it uses some
sceneries, such as a castle, cemetery, or a haunted house with paranormal characters or
ghosts. Moreover, these stories are well-known in the literary field and have artistic
aspirations.

In addition, these stories exist through some tales and folklore that have a fantasy,
and also they are not created to scare the students so, as to arouse curiosity about the
unknown. For example, a popular horror story is Caroline, because it has a message about
being careful about what you wish for. (Britannica, 2023)
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1.9. FOLKTALES OF IBARRA CITY: LEGENDS

Ibarra is a city known as San Miguel de Ibarra, and it is the capital of Imbabura
province. It was called "The White City" for its white facades after the devastating
earthquake of 1868. Several traditional tales have been written in this beautiful city and they
occupy a privileged place in popular literature and are involved with the students to improve
reading skills. Also, it is the ideal way to know the culture of Ibarra city and the different
ancient events.

In Ibarra city, these folk tales are told for the most part by the ancestors, and they
still arouse interest in children since at least in educational institutions they have read or
heard about these tales. It is worth mentioning that they may have variations because as they
are discussed there are people who increase or change data, according to their memory and
perception. (La Hora, 2016).

In this case, the folk tales of Ibarra City are legends that are known locally because
they are part of our identity, traditions, and customs. In the city, there are more than 40
legends. However, few are known, the most traditional at the national level.

1.9.1. Legends of the Colonial Period of Ibarra

They are stories based on cultural richness; for this reason, they want to enlarge the
culture of Spanish colonies. Furthermore, they have a supernatural representation of
mysterious figures. (Cardenas, Katherine, 2021). This produced a mix of the indigenous
people's culture and Spanish on different relates. For example, The Golden Calf is a story
focused on the colonial Ibarra. This short story recounts a fantastic animal that causes fear
to the ibarrefios people at night, causing damage to the people.

Another example, The Hoarse Box is a story from the colonial era. The main
character is a man who hides his treasures not to share them with others, teaching that greed
is not good for human peace of mind.

1.9.2. Legends of the Ancestors of Ibarra

These stories have a way of interpreting the world and conveying beliefs, moral
teachings, or feelings of identity or belonging. Moreover, they have an origin uncertain due
to explaining phenomena or real events. For example, Flying Witches is a story
more known in Ibarra city because it has extraordinary characters and is fictional, where the
imagination has an important role Also these characters performed their spells on people
who did not believe in them.
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In addition, Maria Angula is one of the stories that grandparents tell, and that is why
she leaves teaching. This story is about a girl who disobeyed her mother and got a big scare,
leaving her teaching as obedience to her parents.

1.10. USING FOLKTALES FOR LANGUAGE TEACHING

Folktales are a fundamental part of the literature. These tales in education help
students improve reading skills such as new words, onomatopoeic and phonological sounds,
and grammar. Moreover, with the development of technology, folktales have transformed
into different forms, non-only oral yet written. Several of these tales have been part of the
students' childhood.

On the other hand, folktales must have a vocabulary that is appropriate to their level
because as the students are acquiring a new language they are in the process of developing
it. As well as These tales are also useful and provide opportunities to familiarize themselves
with different events in a story and can develop reading comprehension, respond to questions
about the stories, and develop imagination and creativity. In addition, teachers use it as a
pedagogical manner to develop abilities, explore language and culture, provide values, and
the development of emotions.

1.11. FOLKTALES IMPROVE READING SKILLS

English learning must motivate the students to develop a new language. Folktales
facilitate the students' reading comprehension and find out cultural events while expanding
vocabulary when they are new words.

Folktales are easier because the students learn moral values and expressions.
Moreover, these tales develop fluency and decision-making. On the other hand, involving
the students with folktales is a strategy that will help the students to understand them, just as
provide diversity by their nature and broaden visions of the world.

Using folktales in teaching English is popular among teachers from other countries.
But in our country, it should be established as a pedagogical strategy to Improve Reading
Skills. Furthermore, the English language consists of four skills; the students listen, write,
and speak employing reading, and they improve the four skills at the same time.

According (Nyoman & Agung Gana, 2018). These tales in the classroom are
considered motivation and fun as a way of developing positive attitudes and memorable
experiences. Moreover, they are easier to read and can interact with their classmates and
teachers.
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1.12.  WHAT IS READING?

Reading is a process that consists of observing symbols and letters and understanding
their meaning, where the brain is used to transform words and sentences. That is, it can be
read silently or out loud, pronouncing each word read. Furthermore, reading is a
comprehension of the content of a text or other media to obtain information, through
language, graphic signs, or some linguistic symbology. (Blakeley, Sasha, 2022)

Reading is a thinking process because it allows the readers to use what they know,
called prior knowledge. During this process, the readers comprehend what they are reading,
organize their ideas, and use strategies to find the meanings of new vocabulary.

Reading is one of the problems that certainly concern librarians in their scientific,
pedagogical, and professional activities. Therefore, it is not convenient to dismiss the
ideologies and theories nested in them, because they act on us even though sometimes we
know little or nothing about it.

According to (Changuan & Obando, 2022) English teachers must propose more
strategies because reading skills allow comprehension of what is being read with different
texts. In the learning process, the teacher combines methods, and techniques to practice
reading and motivate the students with reading habits and can increase their vocabulary, and
phrases. Furthermore, they have the opportunity to be seekers of information that helps in
different amenities of their lives.

1.13. ESSENTIAL SKILLS FOR READING

Reading Skills are necessary since childhood for good language acquisition.
Furthermore, people consider that reading is an easy skill. But it is a complex process
because it has other abilities. Thus, the students must improve or develop this skill because
there are types of reading skills to improve it.

+ Decoding

Decoding is the faculty of pronouncing sounds that students have heard but non
written. Furthermore, it depends on an early skill called phonemic awareness which consists
of hearing and manipulating different sounds and also allows one to hear the phonemes.

+ Phonics

Phonics recognizes the connection between sounds and letters. Therefore, the
students first decode while writing and spelling.
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+ Vocabulary

It is vital to use this vocabulary ability because it helps to understand the meaning of
words in their context. If the students know more words, they will read and understand better.
The students will have more vocabulary due to the influence of reading in their lives, and
also the teacher must explain the meaning of the new words.

+ Fluency

It is the ability to read aloud with comprehension, accuracy, and velocity.
Furthermore, students have a good rhythm and proper tone to make no mistakes. The spelling
of the words helps with fluency

# Reasoning and Background Knowledge

It is an excellent skill because it helps students with prior knowledge to infer and
conclude.

%+ Reading Comprehension

It is understanding the text's meaning, such as tales or informative books. In tales
books, the students imagine the characters and share different situations such as adventure
and fun. On the other hand, through informative books, the students obtain information on
new topics. Reading comprehension is a skill that requires time and practice. (Planet Spark,
2021)

1.14. READING SKILLS TECHNIQUES

Reading techniques are a series of precedents that stimulate the comprehension of
the context. Furthermore, it seeks to improve speed, analyze, and internalize what has been
read, allowing correction of content understanding errors since it is difficult to comprehend
learning without reading.

On the other hand, the students have to face difficulties in the build of their
knowledge because it is important to emphasize that the students understand what they read
based on their previous knowledge about the subject they are reading, that is if it is significant
to them, the probabilities of comprehension can be presented on a large scale.

1.14.1. Pre-viewing Technique

This technique is based on getting the first impression of a text; by reviewing the
materials; for example, by reading the title and looking at the pictures. Thus, the students
can get acquainted with the context. In Addition, in the Previewing Technique, the students
can relate the text to their experiences, helping students understand the information.
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1.14.2. Scanning Technique

The scanning technique is based on looking for specific information and collocations;
for example, ideas, opinions, statistics, incidents, and facts. Furthermore, it involves the
rejection of ignoring non-important information to locate a particular fact, because it is
necessary the use the eyes quickly, where the student can respond the questions about a topic.

1.14.3. Skimming Technique

Skimming Technique is based on looking for the main ideas of the text. Moreover, it
is read to obtain a general vision of materials. The readers do not pronounce the all words
because they center on the core of the text. For example, read magazines or newspapers.
(College, Butte, 2019)

1.14.4. Inferring Technique

Inferring is a technique in which the students use previous knowledge and
information to make conclusions. Furthermore, it is a strategy for reading comprehension
because the students combine personal knowledge with evidence to differentiate them.
Therefore, the teachers permit sharing, discussing, and debating the inferences. (Fries,
Jessica, 2011)

1.15. READING COMPREHENSION

Reading Comprehension is the development of meaning through the main ideas of
the text. Comprehend a text in a clean way inferring in reading and comprehending between
the lines. According to (Cupueran & Mantilla, 2021) in their investigation mentions that
reading comprehension is fundamental because it must be raised in childhood early to be
developmentally appropriate and educate students. Furthermore, achieving effective reading
involves different processes such as imagining what the words and pictures describe,
understanding the content of different books, and evaluating the student's comprehension of
the reading.

In addition, it is a complex process because is not easy to comprehend the message
of the context and also, capture the meaning that transmits the reading. Moreover, the
students must discover and identify the words and meanings of new vocabulary. (Liou,
Karen, s.f)
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1.15.1. Pre-reading phase

A prediction is a pattern that the students must do before the reading. A text is similar
to a movie because there are many genres such as horror, romance, comedy, etc. For
example, the scientific article has characteristics to identify. Furthermore, writing is a
through to identify the type of reading.

1.15.2. During the reading phase

In this part, the students reviewed the keywords after identifying the most important
part of the text. Furthermore, it is necessary to take notes as a guide to reference and continue
the reading.

1.15.3. Post-reading reflection

This part helps to identify the strengths and weaknesses of readers and influences in
how is comprehend the text. (Zimmerman, S, 2003)

1.16. READING COMPREHENSION IN ECUADOR

Reading Comprehension is developed through reading with critical thinking and
using texts with different information. Reading is effective in improving the reading
comprehension of the students with different activities. Furthermore, the students strengthen
their grammar, and vocabulary with grammatical rules, and also develop creativity and
imagination with innovative activities.

According to (Ministry of Education, S.f) Reading comprehension also involves
noticing how texts are organized, understanding discourse analysis such as occurring by
contrasting L1/L2 styles, activating schema, and recognizing connectors and joining words
that help with the organization of the contents. Learners should be able to identify and
understand simple informational texts such as emails, labels, messages, advertisements, etc.
Skimming for gist, scanning for specific information, reading for detail, and making
inferences are part of the skill set that allows readers to process these texts.
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CHAPTER II: METHODOLOGY

This chapter shows the methodology of this investigation work. Furthermore, it has
information about the methods used in this project. Likewise, this section presents the data
collection by applying instruments, the number of participants getting a sample of
the population due to the great number of students and the participation of some authorities
of the institution, and finally, the analysis of the results obtained.

2.1. Type of investigation

The present investigation employs a mixed-method approach, qualitative and
quantitative. According to (Bhandari, Pritha, 2020), it is an approach that consists of the
collection, analysis, and interpretation of both qualitative and quantitative approaches.
Therefore, by using this method, the study provides a broader view through qualitative data.
In addition, explain the quantitative results that guarantee the validity and reliability of the
results obtained.

Quantitative research focuses on closed information that is used to measure attitudes.
For example, rating scales. On the other hand, this approach consists of statistical analysis
with different tools or instruments, such as surveys that allow people to answer the questions
of investigation or perhaps to test the hypothesis planted. Furthermore, this investigation
employs numbers and logic, that is, numerical data and reasoning to do research
spontaneous, free-flowing manner. (USC, Libraries, 2023)

Qualitative Research is open information in that the researcher collects data through
interviews, discussion groups, and observations. Qualitative data analysis (words, texts, and
behavior) is a research strategy that is gaining increasing attention in all disciplines.

This research was descriptive and able to examine where seeks to Examine because
strategies are developed to improve certain difficulties in the language. The objective of this
investigation is not necessarily to propose a definitive solution but to obtain good results and
serve the future of a class in English. On the other hand, descriptive research focuses on the
characteristics of the population, such as the "what", instead of the "why" of the research
subject, using different approaches and tools.

2.2 Research Method / Design
This investigation work uses a deductive method because it starts with a problem to
resolve after this establishes a theoretical framework, data collection, analysis, discussion,

and design of the proposal, and finishes with conclusions and recommendations for this
investigation.
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According to (Roman, Santiago, 2015) deductive method is the most useful in testing
hypotheses since it offers the possibility of explaining the causal relationships between
concepts and variables. With the deductive method, you can also generalize the results of
the investigation to a certain extent.

2.3 Tools / Techniques

This part presents the techniques and tools used for data collection, such as interviews
and surveys. The survey was applied to seventh-graders. Likewise, the interview was applied
to the principal and English teacher. On the other hand, these instruments were validated by
an English teacher of English Major.

The techniques that the researcher used for this study were the following.

2.3.1 Survey

This instrument was used to collect quantitative data for this investigation work.
(Anguita, Casas,J; Campos, Donado j; Labrador, Repullo, JR, 2003) mention that the survey
allows us to obtain and make data faster for an investigation. It is a technique that uses a set
of procedures that collect and analyze a data series of a sample of a population. The interview
was applied to 120 seventh-graders from Unidad Educativa Ibarra of parallels A, B, C, and
D. It is worth mentioning that, the survey was applied in English. The investigator gave two
surveys, one in Spanish and the other in English being the Spanish a guide to fill in the survey
in English. The questions were ten questions closed about the problems in reading skills and
the materials that the teacher uses. Also, the use of folktales as a strategy for reading skills
and improving reading comprehension.

2.3.2. Interviews

This technique was used to develop the investigation and data collection
qualitatively. The interview is more effective than a questionnaire because it obtains
complete and deep information and also presents clarifies doubts and ensures useful and
detailed answers. (Diaz, Laura, 2013). This technique was used to develop the investigation
and data collection qualitatively. The interview is more effective than a questionnaire
because it obtains complete and deep information and also presents clarifies doubts and
ensures useful and detailed answers.

In addition, this investigation work applied two interviews with the Principal of
Unidad Educativa Ibarra and a seventh-grader English Teacher. The interview of the
principal consisted of four questions about the English level that students must have
according to the Ministry of Education (A1), the materials, the methodology to have a good
performance in the English Language in the institution, and his perspective about this
strategy as the folktales. The English teacher was interviewed about the performance in the
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English language, even more so in reading skills. In addition, it analyzed the type of strategy
that the teacher uses to promote reading, as well as the materials, for how long these activities
are carried out to improve and develop the reading habit, and their opinion of her about this
strategy. This interview consisted of five questions.

2.3.4. Research questions

How can folktales improve reading skills?
What benefits have folktales transmitted the Language 1 to Language 2?

2.4. Study site

For this investigation, the Unidad Educativa Ibarra section is primary, with AMIE
Code:10H00120. It is located in the Ibarra center in the parish of San Francisco, on Mariano
Acosta Avenue 14-27 and Gabriela Mistral Street. This institution was founded on
September, 17th, 1951, and is one of the institutions with more prestige in the north of the
country until actually. It is a public institution that consists of a face-to-face modality as
morning, evening, and night. Furthermore, it has three blocks of study for the Initial Level,
primary, and baccalaureate.

2.5. Population and sample

The research population was seventh-graders at Unidad Educativa Ibarra. This
section is divided into five parallels (A, B, C, D, and E) giving a total of 175 seventh-graders
with an average age of 11 to 12 years old. The sample type is probabilistic because it applied
the formula to find the sample in the students. The sample was 120 seventh-graders and 2
authorities as the principal and English teacher; This investigation as the final sample
obtained 122 participants. The development to find the population sample was carried out in
the following.

ZZ*N*p*q
e (N—D+Z2*prq

_ (1.96)%(175)(0.5)(0.5) _ (3.84)(175)(0.5)(0.5)
(0.05)2 (175—1)+ (1.96)2(0.5)(0.5) (0.0025)(174)+(3.84)(0.5)(0.5)
B 168 __ 168
n (0.68)+(3.84)(0.5)(0.5) n (0.43)+(0.96)
n=— n=120 R
1.39
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2.6. Procedure

Developing this project takes information as the theoretical foundation related to the
theme. Firstly, was created the instruments as interviews and surveys. The questions were
designed, based on objectives so this information will help in the development of the final
proposal. These questions were focused on the English curriculum, the strategies, and the
use of folktales to improve reading skills. Furthermore, the instruments of the investigation
were reviewed by the tutor teacher and then, to be approved and validated by an English
teacher. Secondly, it was requested a permission letter from the Universidad Técnica del
Norte to the principal of Unidad Educativa Ibarra and investigate this institution.

After that, the principal accepted the request and quickly was interviewed at this
moment. However, for the interview of the teacher and survey of students, the investigator
returned to the institution in the afternoon due to the students and teacher started the classes
in that modality. In this way, before starting the interview with the Principal, and English
teacher, the researcher delivered a consent letter informing them of the purpose of the
research. The interviews were applied to the principal of the establishment in ten minutes,
and for the English teachers, the time required was fifteen minutes.

The surveys were applied to seventh-graders. In this part, the investigator delivered
the survey to the students, but the consent letter was not delivered due to the survey was
anonymous. In addition, the researcher delivered two surveys, one in Spanish and the other
in English. It is important to mention that the survey in Spanish only was a guide to fill it in
the survey in English, thus obtaining accurate results of the survey.

Finally, after applying the research instruments, interview, and survey, the respective
analysis and discussion of this chapter.

CHAPTER III: DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

This chapter presents the analysis of data collection. It was applied to the instruments,
the interview with the principal and English teacher of seventh-graders, as well as the survey
of the students. The purpose of the teacher interview was to collect data and information
concerning the difficulties in reading comprehension, activities to foment the reading habit,
and the materials that the teacher uses in English class.

The survey of students was to get information about whether they like to read in English,
identify the problems when they read, and use folktales to improve their reading skills.

This information helps to develop the guide as part of the proposal for this project.

Finally, to describe the data in the interpretation and the discussion. This process was
completed in a few days to finish the academic period in schools and high schools.
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3.1. Qualitative interpretation of the interview

3.1.1. Results of the principal

The interview was carried out with the Principal at Unidad Educativa Ibarra, which
provided information about the process of Teaching English in this institution. The main
objective of this interview was to get information about seventh-graders, and teachers. It is
worth mentioning that the interview was conducted in Spanish because the principal does
not speak English. Finally, each question and answer was translated into English for this
investigation. The interview had four questions and an interpretation.

Questionnaire

Question 1.- According to established the Ministry of Education in the National
Curriculum, the seventh- graders in their exit profile must have an A2 level. What are
the major problems you encounter to reach the level?

Well, good morning. Firstly, it is set for real in the Curriculum of the Ministry of
Education, jointly with technical, specialists who do not realize the reality of what live each
educational institution. The number of English hours is insufficient at those levels even at
lower levels too. There are no resources, there are no materials, that is to say, there exist
many difficulties in getting to level Al. A situation, it confirms in the documents, in the
papers and a situation very different is what is lived in the reality of each educational
institution.

Question 2.- Do you consider that the materials, resources, and methodology are
sufficient to meet the needs of the students to reach the Al level?

Eh...That is another failure in the educational system, unfortunately. We have not
even had basic resources for carrying out adequate educational work in institutions and
schools across the country, no resources, no materials, and no technology that is required to
strengthen English Teaching. The truth is, to be very honest there are many difficulties in
the methodology with some teachers, so, all this accumulation of situations does that English
classes at these levels not in optimal condition. Therefore, the desired results are not
achieved.

Question 3.- Concerning Reading skills, do you consider that students are motivated to
read in English?

The truth, there are many studies at the national and international level that there are
serious problems with Spanish reading from there we have a strong inconvenience there
would be to see how to solve by different causes, and in English a lot more still. It is
unfortunate but it must be said, that there are many shortcomings in Reading in English, so

33



it will be something to assess, measure, and see how is it strengthened.

Question 4.- Do you consider Folktales like the legends of our town would be a good
pedagogical strategy to encourage reading and improve the reading comprehension of
seventh-graders?

It seems to me that yes, it would be a valid and good resource that would help to
strengthen the reading of guys and above all that they are interested in legends owns of our
town and our province, first that they find out of our culture because it is something very
important. And it is from that point of view motivating them from there would be cool and
very good that let it go to English for can strengthen what it has to do with reading.

3.1.2. Principal interview summary

The results obtained from the interview of the principal show that the Unidad
Educativa Ibarra has not reached level 1 in seventh-graders as well and it established the
Ministry of Education due to different problems such as the lack of resources, materials, and
the methodology that uses some teachers. Furthermore, the English hours are little which
prevents the development of the English and improves this skill. The lack of reading is a
serious problem due to the students' shortcomings in reading the Spanish language, their
language native and for this reason, the English Language sees the same problems.

On the other hand, the teacher must motivate the students with different resources
that help the students with their problems in reading comprehension.

3.2. Results of English Teacher Interview

The interview was carried out with the seventh-grader English teacher about the
parallels that were taken as a sample. The main objective of this interview was to know the
difficulties of the students in learning reading skills. As well as too, the materials, and
methodology that the teacher uses to improve this skill. The interview was applied face-to-
face with the teacher in Spanish, to answer in detail and lasted 15 minutes.

Questionnaire

Question 1.- Regarding reading skills, which problems have you been able to detect in
the students’ reading comprehension in English?

Well, one of the conditions that can be identified in seventh-grader kids is that they
do not sometimes identify the main idea and the specific ideas that have a text. That limits
their understanding and comprehension and gives a logical explanation of what they are
reading.
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Question 2.- From the problems you mentioned, which pedagogical strategies have you
used toimprove your students' reading comprehension? ;What are the results you have
obtained?

Well, one of the strategies is to brainstorm with them from the picture that they see,
from the title of the text, it brainstorming of one to another... I write on the board all ideas
that are generated from each one of them so they can help each other and then, in the text I
carry out questions. For example, question inquest is a great strategy, What is the text about,
that they identified from the context such as characters, for them to generate small ideas, and
then polish them, I do ask true and false questions, and they underline and identify words
they know or unknown words too, for extracting of them the ideas.

Question 3.- Concerning reading comprehension, what didactic materials have you
used to improve and motivate your students? What importance do you give to reading
inclass?

Well. For me, it is one of the skills that we must develop, reading, and reading

comprehension. In this case, I give all-important than reading deserve in this time. We know
that the Ecuadorian culture, on the one side, is very limited and we can see that little interest
inreading. However, I always try to move forward with the four skills, then there will always
be in the week at least something that read.
Regarding the materials, they are readings of different natures. I work with the Module that
offers us the Ministry of Education, in such a way that according to it moves forward the
contents there are different types of reading, there may be science, there may be technology,
there may be entertainment, and the environment, so students are exposed to different types
of text not only, let's talk about an article. They read little cards too, small introductions that
somehow, I believe have improved their reading comprehension. Every time, we finished
the exams the students evidenced that they had achieved the goal they read basic texts and
reached a comprehension level for their age and the year they were studying.

Question 4.- Do you think folk tales from your town (Legends, myths, etc.) are an
excellent strategy for students to improve reading comprehension? Yes, or no?

Of course, above all because if they are folktales the children know them in Spanish
they will be easier to transfer from Language 1 (L1) to Language 2 (L2) so when there are
those relationships is easier for students, to assimilate and some way, identify the main idea
of the text because they have it on language 1 (L1).

Question 5.- Do you think that folktales are a useful strategy to improve your students’
reading comprehension and also get in touch with the culture of the town from a young
age?

Yes. We as a country that is enriched by many ways of cultural expression, in the
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reading through of this type of materials it would be quite nice, unfortunately at the moment
we do not count with this types of materials but yes, this would be very beneficial for the
development of the skill of reading comprehension in the children.

3.2.1. English Teacher Interview Summary

Results obtained from the interview of English teachers show that seventh-graders
carry out different activities of reading in classes due to the teacher developing this skill and
working jointly with students, to do their questions (True or False), and identify the
important aspects that the readings. Moreover, the teacher carries out a good strategy as
brainstorming so students can imagine or know about the text. On another point, the use of
Modules as material to Teach language has helped the performance of the students but is
considered that it is important first to improve the reading of Spanish to have not same
problems in a foreign language.

3.3. Quantitative interpretation of survey from students
3.3.1. Results from students’ survey

This survey was applied to 120 seventh-graders as a sample at Unidad Educativa
Ibarra. It is worth mentioning that the students were in an exam period. Moreover, the
investigator gave 2 surveys, one in Spanish and the other in English. The survey was in
Spanish as a guide to the students but it was completed in the survey in English.

1.- Do you like to learn English?
Figure 1: English Learning

M a) Always
b) Sometimes

H c) Rarely

H d) Never

Elaborated by: the author
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Analysis:

This pie chart illustrates information about English Learning in seventh-graders at
Unidad Educativa Ibarra. According to the results, the majority of the sample surveyed,
sometimes like to learn the English language. However, it shows that one certain part always
likes to learn English. So, this means that seventh-graders do not consider the importance
learning of a second language as English. Furthermore, a small group of students rarely like
to learn this language.

2. The activities carried out in English class by the teacher are:

Figure 2: The activities that use the teacher in class

M a) Very funny
H b) Funny

c) Not funny

Elaborated by: the author
Analysis:

This pie chart shows the results of the activities the teacher uses in English classes,
in which the majority of the sample state that they are fun. This means these activities
motivate the students and they feel good carrying out them. In addition, it shows under half
consider that these activities are very funny and that the minority mention that they are not
funny.

3. Do you like to read in English?

Figure 3: English Reading
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M a) Yes

mb) No

Elaborated by: the author
Analysis:

This pie chart presents information about Reading in English, in which the 72% majority
of the sample surveyed expressed that they like to read in English. This data shows that
students prefer to read in English due to the multiple benefits of English Language
Development, especially reading skills. However, a small proportion 28% points out that
they do not like to read in English.

4. Which materials does the teacher use to foment the reading in English class?

Figure 4: Materials that the teacher uses to foment Reading English

M a) Books
H b) Copies
I ¢) Magazines

B d) E-books

Elaborated by: the author
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Analysis:

This pie chart gives information about the materials that the teacher uses to foment the
reading. According to the results, the majority of the sample chose books as the most used
material in English class. As well as a sizeable quarter chose copies to foment the reading in

English. Finally, a minority chose magazines and E-books as materials less used for reading
skills.

5. How useful are these materials to improve reading comprehension in students?

Figure 5: The use of materials to improve reading comprehension

M a) Very useful
H b) Useful
c) Little useful

B d) Nothing useful

Elaborated by: the author
Analysis:

This pie chart provides the results how useful of the materials are to improve reading
skills. This shows that the majority expressed that they are very useful to improve reading
comprehension. In addition, a significant proportion states the materials that the teacher uses
are useful. However, a minority consider that these materials are little useful and nothing
useful. This means that they do not attract the attention of some students.

6. What are the most frequent problems you find when reading in English?

Figure 6: Frequent problems in the English Reading
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M a) | do not understand
what | read.

H b) I do not like to read in
English.

c) I have no interest in
reading in English.

Elaborated by: the author
Analysis:

This pie chart provides information about the frequent problems when the students
read in English. According to the results, more than triple of the sample surveyed mention
that the most frequent problem in reading is when the students do not understand what they
read. For this reason, the students are complicated to read in English. On the other hand, a
sizeable quarter of the sample state that they do not like to read in English and they have no
interest in reading English having this percentage very low.

7. Have you heard folktales or legends from your town?

Figure 7: Folktales or Legends from the town

M a) Always
M b) Sometimes
c) Rarely

B d) Never

Elaborated by: the author
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Analysis:

This pie chart illustrates information about heard folktales or legends from the town.
It presents that the majority of the sample surveyed, sometimes hear folktales or legends. On
the other hand, a significant proportion mentions that always hear these tales to get in touch
with the culture. However, it shows that one certain part rarely hears them. Furthermore, a
small group of students never heard the folktales or legends from the town.

8. How have you learned about the folktales or legends of your town?

Figure 8: Folktales of Legends

M a) Oral Tradition (Family
Members)
M b) Books

c) Radio

m d) Other

Elaborated by: the author
Analysis:

This pie chart provides information on how the students heard the folktales. First, the
majority of the sample surveyed have heard folktales or legends by oral tradition (family
members). This means that the relatives share with the students different events that
happened in the town. Second, a significant proportion mentions that they have heard them
through books, where they discover these amazing stories. Finally, a minority of sample
students have heard on the radio. Furthermore, a small group mentioned that they have heard
folktales or legends in the school as another way to know the folktales or legends.

9. How motivated do you feel when using folktales or legends to improve reading
comprehension in the English language?

Figure 9 The Use of Folktales or Legends to Improve Reading Comprehension
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M a) Very motivated
M b) Motivated
I ¢) Little motivated

W d) Not at all motivated

Elaborated by: the author
Analysis:

This pie chart shows the motivation of the students to use folktales or legends to
improve reading comprehension. According to the results, the majority of the sample feel
motivated due to it being a new strategy for them in the English Language. In addition, a
sizeable quarter mentioned that they feel very motivated. Finally, a minority of sample
students feel little motivated to use these folktales or legends of the town.

10. Do you agree that folktales allow you to know the culture of a town?

Figure 10 Getting to Know the Culture with Folk Tales

M a) Strongly agree
M b) Agree
1 c) Disagree

W d) Strongly agree

Elaborated by: the author
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Analysis:

This pie chart shows that folktales allow us to know the culture of the town.
According to the results, half of the sample strongly agree that folktales allow being to get
in touch with the culture and know the different events fictitious of the town. In addition, the
other half sample surveyed state agree. Finally, a minority of sample students disagree and
strongly disagree. They consider that does not allow them to know the culture.

3.4. Discussion

According to the results obtained, the interviews, and the surveys of the seventh-
graders at Unidad Educativa Ibarra, it was a great help due to providing information valuable
for this investigation. The level of English in schools and high schools is different due to the
methodology, the materials that the teacher uses, and the teaching for this reason the students
have different problems with the skills of English. Furthermore, after analyzing the interview
answers of the Principal and English teacher, there exists a contradiction due to both having
different points of view. The principal states that seventh-grade students are not able to reach
the A1l established by the Ministry of Education due to different factors, such as a lack of
resources, materials, and methodology. However, The English teacher states that seventh-
grade students are at level A1 because the teacher gives importance to English. In this part,
is considered that the English teacher is the person that knows the reality of the English
language in the classroom.

Regarding the reading, the two people interviewed stated that the students do not like reading
in English because there are different shortcomings in our mother language and lack of habit.
On the other hand, after analyzing the results of the survey, it can be said that seventh graders
consider English an essential language in their training and reading too. Therefore, students
mentioned that they would like to use the folktales to improve their reading comprehension.

Finally, after examining the results, it is evident that the use of folktales in reading
skills was considered a great strategy due to the students know in Spanish these stories (L1)
and it would be easier to transfer to English (L2) but unfortunately, there are not these
materials in the institutions.
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CHAPTER 1V: PROPOSAL

4.1. Title

Learning English with Ibarra Legends

4.2. Introduction

Reading skills play a necessary role in language learning and are the foundation for
productive skills such as how to write. Reading allows the development of vocabulary text
comprehension and word resolution to understand the meaning. However, after the results
were obtained, it was demonstrated that there are some problems such as not understanding
what read, types of activities that are done in class, and topics that are not so interesting for
students when they read. For these reasons, the proposal was designed to provide a
pedagogical strategy to lead and improve the reading process in the English language in
seventh-graders from parallels A, B, C, D, and E to help the teacher in the teaching process
from Unidad Educativa Ibarra.

This proposal is based on implementing different fun activities involving certain folktales of
Ibarra City so that the students get in touch and know their town's culture and can improve
their reading ability. Moreover, this guide includes three units with the best-known folktales
of Ibarra city. Unit 1: The White Witches on Ibarra. Unit 2: The Loves of Taita Imbabura.
Unit 3: The Hoarse Box. The activities of each unit are designed with different activities not
only to improve reading skills but also creativity, and imagination among others.

Finally, the Folktales of Ibarra motivate the students to improve their reading abilities as
reading comprehension and know the different events that happened in the town.

4.3. Justification

This proposal presents different activities as a solution to improve reading
comprehension using folktales from Ibarra City.
Using folktales can improve students' reading because it is a great strategy to start with short
stories. In Ecuador and different places in the country, especially in the city of Ibarra,
students do not like to read but they can also remember these facts in the city of Ibarra.
The proposal will be vitally useful because students come into contact with culture and
discover wonderful stories where students can develop their imagination and creativity.

4.4. Objectives
General Objective

e C(reate a didactic guide using folktales of Ibarra city to improve the reading skills of
seventh-graders at Unidad Educativa Ibarra.
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Specific Objectives

o Select the folktales of Ibarra city best known to improve the reading skills of seventh-
graders.

e Elaborate different activities with Folktales to improve reading comprehension for
seventh-graders.

4.5. Location

The Unidad Educativa Ibarra is located in the Ibarra city center, in the parish of St.
Francisco, addressed on Mariano Acosta Avenue and Gabriela Mistral Street with numbers
14-27. This institution was founded in 1951 being an institution just for women. This
proposal was designed for seventh-graders of parallels A, B, C, D, and E.

4.6. Beneficiaries

The main beneficiaries of this proposal are the seventh-graders and English teachers
at Unidad Educativa Ibarra. The teacher can use this pedagogical guide as a strategy to
improve reading skills. Also, the students will be involved with Folktales of their town that
they have learned, they can be able to transfer from Language 1 to Language 2, foment the
reading habit started with short stories discovering the different amazing events in the town.
Finally, the teachers will also be the beneficiaries because this guide will have different
activities that help motivate the students to read. After all, institutions do not have this type
of material to work with the students.
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INTRODUETION

Reading skills play an important role in language learning and are
the foundation for productive skills such as how to write. Reading
allows the development of vocabulary text comprehension and word
resolution to understand the meaning. However, after the resulis
were obtained, it was demonstrated that there are some problems
with reading, types of activities that are done in class, and topics that
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JLUETIFICATION

This proposal presents different activities as a solution o improve
Using folkiales can improve studenis' reading because it is a great
strategy to start with short stories. In Ecuador and different places
in the couniry, especially in the city of [barra, students do not like to
read but they can also remember these facts in the city of [barra.

The proposal will be vitally useful because siudenis come into
contact with culture and discover wonderful stories where students




OBJEETIVEE

GENERAL OBJECTIVE

- Create a didactic guide using folktales of
Ibarra city to improve the reading skills of
seventh-graders at Unidad Educativa Ibarra.

SPECIFIC 0BJECTIVES

- Select the best folktales of Ibarra city as a resource to
improve reading skills.

- Elaborate different activities with Folktales to
improve reading comprehension for seventh-graders.
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‘LINIT 1
THE WHITE WITCHES OF

IBARRA

UNIT OBJECTIVES

« To learn new words from the folktale of
white witches of Tharra

« To use the simple past tense and do
different activities and examples.

« To develop imagination and creativity
with fun activities.
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. Age: 11-12 years old.

. Time: 40 minutes
YOCABULARY
Ancient, anger, annoy, branch, bonfire,
cross, crying. hairy, jokers, laughs, pimples,
polka dots, schnapps, screams, spells, spy
on, tricks, warts. / hat, dress, broom.
GRAMMAR
Simple Past Tense
What is?
Structure and Example.
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(__ TEACHER | Q) (_ STUDENT | Q)

= The teacher will present « Smdents will read the folktales

different pictures about the with the teacher.
topic of Folktale, = Students will learn the

« The teacher will teach the vocabulary of this unit and

vocabulary of The White they will the activities.
Witches of Ibarra.

1.- Read the words and draw the different objects of the white witches of Tbarra.

Book of spells

Epell poat




PRESENTATION
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« Anger (noun) : [t s an emotion that you feel when yoa think that someons has

behaved in an unfair, croel or unaccepeable way. E f
+ Annay (Verh): Make a person lose peace of mind or well-being. E!'
.
* Branch (noun): Part of a plant that grows on the stem or trunk and in which the
leaves, flowers, and fruits sprout

+ Bonfire (mounk Large fire that raises a lot of flame and is made with easily
combusithle material

—..-:l‘-' + Croas (nounk Figure formed by two straight lines that intersect perpendicularly.
d —
+ Crying (noun): Shedding of iears together with frequent moaning, wadling, sohbing, et i
=

= Duily (adverb) Something that is done every day.

b
. sy et mmiratirm ciar. TR

'EEE + Jokers (adj): Perscn who makes jokes or who is always jokin.
[ ir L)
o
+ Pimples (mounk A skin condition that oroars when hair follicles. fill with oil and dead
L skin cells.
*hi"l#-l:htl-l-mkm small skin growths of dark colar.

= Schnapps (moun): i is a type of brandy especially with more than 22 * of alechal.

z =i

* Scream (noun): Speaking in a higher tone of voice than is considered normal
= Spells (noun): mysterious and irresistible attraction produced on somecne by the
charms of a person or a thing.

= S5py omn (verbk Observe carefully and covertly what someone says or does for some
interest or in the service of another person.
= Tricks (noun): Ingenious ar skilful procedure ta achieve something.
E -
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PRACTICE! _SURNGRERONS
_ TEACHER | ) | STUDENT | )

* The teacher will show a legend

of’ Mharra city. = Students will read the folkuale
» The teacher will give and discover new words.
directions about the activities. + Sudents will follow the
* The teacher will practice the ieacher’s directions
reading with the students.

1.~ Head the follwing fodldale bedbow,

(J
i

Jeccours 3 Jepend veoy ancient thzt in the nocth of the cowmmy, o the “mokaburg provines, thers Lived
deres wizhas sisters, butunlibe the hoerible wiochess that wear black ond haes S3ced very uaty and
full of wente pedks tevs and pumples, S wlhome walches vame ke albacteee and there always were
wiote. They taneled from sre 40 ube, camvmg news taster than e other meare. The popalaton
abloays sao the mabckes: thang by the nighs wthe dagk <oy of Thamra, bt the youzgeet searched for the
micks and zacosts o ano tham. Mamy men slapt on the Sloer nthe foom of & cress ood of the wizhes
sar themm, dhey Bell ineesdagiady,

This practice was fun tor the ques, bt dhes anneoved the wibkches Ay 3 prodoct of e anges, they
ourzed jokars imio rocsters, donkers, or bairy Slack pigs, bul e spell lenad o S=vy days. Blamy peaple
i the iy panl these ppell= 2= 3 etz e dhaaprpesr sorm: dege fronn thame oz i think s lnege=
with sher tiends. The wrches practced strange rituale in {he beld_ they danced aroend dhe benbires
with pieces of wood intheir hands and thereesrs oo their bair while they sz2ng beastfulhe, et the peopls
storted to Sollewr tham, spo oo them, omd meoke thems jobes Cus to this ey wers moved 2way from
deesr tradicions and daihe prroals, as well a5 their nighe flighes. Moy, &= & difhcels o Eed tham, f vyou
gpend zll zught in the field, sithing o= a2 ng tree bramch and wath the help of the Bl =oon .. maybe
voo ran ses them, b don't make jokes a%ow them, because vou can be comedied Infe 2 cooeter,
dookey, or hairy Black gz, If v Jook op to the s ot might is possible to loczbe 2 wabch thar rebums
coth and spends ou the small Cajbe mee of Pedre Boecave Park. Uthers siate oo the: Beard
srreme, lauphe. and crang 3t davn m ke plsce... aMl chis for the whsie weiches an Tharra,

Bemrerdinem by rereplcl=rabros o o o dre g
S ehaard by Moedir B apowrras




(_ TEACHER Q) (_ STUDENT | Q)

» The teacher will do different e 2
activities to improve reading * Students will complete
comprehension. activities according to the

« The teacher will evaluate these folktale read.
activities with a reading rubric.
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(AETIVITY 3)

» Read again the folktale "The white witches on Ibarra”.
« Write the numbers (1-5) in the circle of the description of each event that happened
in this story.

m.'wwmuh&
noeth of the courtry, in the Imbabura

witches practiced strange rituals in the field, they
danced around the bonfires with pleces of wood in thelr

hands and Sowers on thelr halr while they sang beausifully,

As a product of their anger, they turned to jokers
into rocsters, donkeys, or hairy black pigs, but the

Many men slept on the floor In the form of a
cross and If the witches saw them, they fell

we look up to the sky at night &s possible to locate &
witch that returns south and spends on the small Cetho
of Pedro Moncayo Park.
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LEEEON B

WARM UP _3 wHaT D0 YOU PREFER?

« Choose the best option, write other fun questions, and argue your answer. Have fun
with your classmates!

5~ WHAT DO YOU PREFER?




» Hat (noun): It is a hat characterized by a pointed crown and wide brim.

« Dress (noun): It is a long skirt, cut so that it looks ragged, and a kind of jacket that is
more or less tight at the waist.

» Broom (noun): Plece of wood that drives away bad spirits as well as negative energies.
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» Expose it in the class.
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@E!If:!’f E) LABYRINTH

« Help these witches get to their mansion.
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* Choose the best and most fun option and write other fun questions. Have fun with
your classmates!

B WHAT DO YOU PREFER?




LEEEON &
- PRE-TASK
( TEACHER| X ) ( STUDENT | })

* The teacher will prepare an * Smdents will find the
activity called “Alphabet words in the "Alphabet
Soup.” Soup.”

« The teacher will explain » Students will remember
some words learned.

(Nouns) glossaries.

= Look up the following words in the Alphabet Soup.




EIMPLE PAEY TYENEE

« The simple past tense is used to talk about a completed action in a time before now.

PAST SIMPLE TENSE

T0 BE VERBS
S » Wani/were SeV-ud
They woee Srisade. She warked yexteogay
5 + was not/were not + S 4 did not + verh (base form)
They weren ) friends, She glen't werk ywateoday.

e Was/Were+ S+ 7 Did + S + verh (m base form)?
They werea friends, Oi¢ she work yoxtertuy?

Trzrioved froer: bape Mealoom pag-cropie -ene

(_ TEACHER| Q) (STUDENT | Q)

« The teacher will remember o Students will "
past verbs and give examples
P the past verb with
« The teacher will explain the examples.
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(_ TEACHER| Q)

» The teacher will present
different activities to practice

reading comprehension.
* The teacher will show past
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« Write a new short story of fifty words (50) about the white witches of Ibarra.
« Use the following pictures for the story.

| e/ A




« Describe the picture using the past verbs. (Verbs of the folkiale or explained by the




ANEWER SHEEY

* Lookwp Go loliowing words In1ho |+ Taink and answer the Sllowling question.
phabet Soup. If you would cast a spell, what spell would

* Look at the picture and write & new . Describe the picture and use the past verb
short story about the white witches

" PV
e B *ea

"

Once upan & sme, there was a very
besunfild white witch who flew on
her Broom over Pedro Maoncayo

Park. Every time she passed people
bothared her, ane day this wisch

observed themn through her crystal
ball .

(Vartety of responses. )

This witch prepared all the
Ingredsents 0 hewitch
people, she was siways happy
near thedr posttions..
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AR e Level A1
UNIT 0BJECTIVES (0, /i) i
}-roh-u-muwumu VS i Time: 40 minutes ‘
of the loves of Taita Imbabura. LY Yo YOCABULARY
« To explain the difference between L Mpul.ln‘.mwm.‘
He/She in objects, and animals among ;! vigorous. / Clouds, grass, shrubbery,
others. . sky, tree.
'- To develop creativity through ‘
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| PRE- READING

CESSL Ity SN AN AN

TEACHER STUDENT




| GLOSSARY

VRS EIELIRERRVRE RN
« Frost (noun): & is water vapor in the air that freezes and settles on a cold surface.

_Ill « Hills (noun): Natural elevation of the terrain, low and isolated.
* Peak (noun) Highest part of a mountain or clevation of land ;—Q

" e+ Plume (nounk Tuft of hair protruding from the top of the head.

ra'
« Smell (verb): Perceive the smell that emanastes from a thing through smell. p‘.
_ » Slope (nounk It is a way of measuring the degree of inclination of the land.

* Tenderness (noun) Feeling towards people, things or situations that are s ,
ronsidered worthy of pure and free love or affection, due to their sweetness, h
or delicacy. -

* Twilight (noun) Clarity of light when the sun rises or sets, especially at dusk.

* Vigorous (adj That has vigor. ‘
|




[DURING- READING

A AL TAAAE TR N

TEACHER STUDENT

» The teacher will give
directions about this folktale. = Students will pay attention o the

« The teacher will show a new
folktale called "The Loves of

Taita Imbabura®.
» The teacher will read the
folktale with the smudents.

1.- Read the new folktale of this unit

i'-"“:&:-" E.

The stories tell that in ancient the mountains were gods that walked for the open water of the first
srells of the birth of the world. The Iimbabura Mountain was a wigorous young man. He woke up
early ard he likesd 1o look at the Llandscape in the twilight. Ome day, e decided (o krnow mone places.
He made frsends with ather mountaires that visited frequently. One aftermoon, bhe found a mowntain
girl called Cotacachi. When he looked at her, he was very happy &5 if he had a fire n hs bowels, He
understood that happiness was to walk to her side looking at the stars, 50 an enchantment was born
betwepen these bwao hills.

| want you to be my partrer, he said, while he brushed ber face with his hand. That also is mry wish,
she said, the Cotacadchi girl, and closed her eyes. The Iimbabura Mourtain led his loved the scant
snow on its peak. She also gave him her frost, which was bormn at her peak. After a time, these lovers
gave themsehsaes up to their dine The diowds spent contermplating these exuberant peaks that slept
embraced, in the middle of the lagoons. This imtense tendermess was rewarded with the birth of a
son called, Yanaurou o Cerrg negra. With the passing of the moons, Mountain iImbabura became
old, His head ached, but he @dnT complain. That s wihy he remains oovered with 8 phume of Chosds
The Taita contemglates his loved Cotacachi again, wha still has his snow as If they were still 3 strang
yoUNg man. The pegple aifirm that the imbabura is the only solcano that has 8 heart, due to the
singular figure that it pressnts on s slope.




r POST- READNG

A LA RRERRLRRRR ‘x—\_x

TEACHER STUDENT

* The teacher will do fun activities = Stadents will complete the fun

to improve reading activities.
« Students will improve their

reading skills
« Students will get in touch with
the events of Ibarra City.

wwmdmmam»mrmemm

What is the tithe? ’

What are the
‘ mountains’ names?




* The mountain that Taita imbabura knew was called Cotacachi

* The son of these mountains was called Tungurabua.

N

\\.

- .
| .

* The Taita Imbabura complained of headaches in old age.

®
@
@
@
®
&
2

“» People claim that the imbabura mountain has a heart.




* Read the new folktale "The Loves of Taita Imbabura”, it is mentioned how their
beautiful love was.
* Read the options and select the correct answer.

50 walk 10 har side looking ot B sturs and so, an
enchantment wis Bom betwenn G Two Wil

Berr fach with s Band That also & sy wish, she asid,
e Cotacsacdl girl and dosed har eyes. The Imbaburs
Mountain led his loved the scant snow on its pesl

wen b Jooked st her, he was very sad sx of e had & fie in
his bowsls. Mo undermoad dhat happiness vas 10 walk © her
wide looicng az the s, 20 an snchancment was born
beowven thess owo belle

[ wamt yous 80 be rvy parcasr, he sadd, whele he brushed der
face with hos hand. That alwo = avy wish, she sadd, the
Tungurahua girl, and cosed ber eyex. The Imbabura
Mourzain led bas lowe the scars saow on its peak.

When he locked ot her, he was very nesvous as If
he had & fire in his Bowsds He sndersscod tha
happiness was 10 walk o her side locking «1 the
Slars, 20 an anchantment wis Born Betwesn S
two hills

I want pou 10 be sy paroner, he ssdd, while he
brosbed ber Suce with his hand That also & my
wid, she aald, the Cotscachl girl and closnd har
oyes. The Imbabura Mountsin kd his love e




ANEWER EHEEY

« Match the words with the picture correct.

O

folktale of this unit and answer th following questions.

: |
|
I et




LEEEON B

PRE- TASK é

o
NS SSt IS SL AL T ooy

TEACHER STUDENT

* The teacher will make a
roulette wheel with challenges * The students will play with
and prizes. the roulette.
students with the roulette. challenges and receive the

prizes.
* Meet the challenge and receive the prize. Have fun with your classmates.

<
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GEESENARON | GLossARY |

CLOLDE

EHRUBEBERY
Frrrisvesl [ToE: & [ s LR

« Clowds (noun): is & mass of water droplets, ice erystals or both at the same time, which
remains suspended in the airnosphere.

« Grass (nounk Set of trunkdess plants with green, thin, short and bushy leaves,

« Shrubbery (noun): Plant whose main (woody) stem branches low above the ground into
several thin, approcdmately equal trunks.

« Sky (noun): Sky: Part of the aimosphere and outer space seen from Barth, where the
douds are and where the Sun, Moon and stars are sesn.

« Tree (nounk Tree (noun): It is a plant, with a woody stem, that branches at a certain

height from the ground.




— rmmmc:— TASK L

\\\1 AWARRY Xu)

TEACHER STUDENT

» The teacher will give some . — -
directions. Stade attention

directions.
« The teacher will explain

» Students will know the
RO s Mo U N explanation of He and She for
for this mountains and not this folktal

EOTAEARH]
=————u SHE

en1ve 0 .
IMBRABURR
Ll




POST- TASK,

AR LTLEEET RN

TEACHER STUDENT

= The teacher will form work « Students will carry out the

groups to develop the activities in groups and present
creativity and imagination. them to the teacher.

» The teacher will ohserve » Students will develop creativity
and evaluate these and imagination in groups and
activities. individually.

« Imagine and draw. What impacted you the most about the story?
(Individual Activity)

-







* Make a model of the folktale "The Loves of Taita Imbabura®™ and answer some

* Imagine and draw.
Whuhpcndynnmnmm:hm

-~

b
S //.\ ///-u\\\ s
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* Make a model of the folktale “The Loves of
Taita Imbabura® and answer some

questions.




LEEEON ﬁE

| PRE-TASK

CSSSTIS Tt AN \\‘{'Sf:>

TEACHER STUDENT

« The teacher will create a wordwall 1o * Students will play this game
start this lesson, the game called Look with teacher and classmates,
for the couples. « Students will find the couples.

> T St will seanember e « Students will practice with the
explanaition about He, she and add (0.

* The teachor will give examples about anmpeos e, Shn el k.
the use He, She, and It.

* Look for the pairs with the picturesfrom the folktale.




PRESENTATION Ja

He / She /It HE SHE HE SHE

— -

In the English language, "it" is used to refer FOR EXAMPLE

I this story Cotacachi refers to
to animals. However, when talldng about our 1 et e T
pets or domestic animals, it is common to N S 30 . mmme (el
use “he” or "she” because they have a For this reason, these
specific gender. But wild animals are ‘ are used in this story because

considered writing with "it". wr: recognize thetr specific
grnders.

ERAETER) oo 75

TEACHER STUDENT




EXAMPLES

araund other animals.
= Here is a picture of my cat Tooks. She likes

* The mother sloth carries her baby around on
her belly.

'POST- TASK _

L AEAETLELE R R .

TEACHER STUDENT

* The teacher will present
different activities to practice
writing about the folkiale read.

« The teacher will read the point
of view, opinions, and
comments of this folktala,

« Look at the picrure of Taita Imbabura and find out important information about
this mountain.




« Read the folktale and change the ending of this legend.
What would have happened if the characters had separated?
hat would have happened if one of the characters had died?




* Read again the folktale and answer the following question.
What is your opinion about these mountains?

ANENER EHEETE

« Look for the pairs with the pictures from the folktale.




* Change the ending of this folktale.
What would have hapenned if the characters had separated?
What would have happened if one of the characters had died?

As time passed they grew
Fach of thes chose theer old tagether, ono took care

childs happiness. bebaburs bus at the end of the day

Sy otk
mow family and
- hi | it was a very hard blow for
Independezs and was hajey Imbabura since he could
with hee son_ not find the love of his life

again. .
» Write. What is your opinion about this mountains?

The lredateirs s & siroeg and vigorous
mountkin it i the yymbol of the

prosines.

The Cotmonchi snamna® = & beaai s lady
Dl capivems «T) Yo v charsa ol D gread
Wee o Tata ndulere
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UNIT OBJECTIVES

e To learm new vocabulary from the hoarse
box
* To discover what is?, differences, and
examples between Simple Present and
Simple Past
» To foment creativity with dramatizations,
interviews, and app games.
MATERIALS
« Folktale - Interview
* Worksheet - pencil
o Ball Hangman game n.pp.
Dramatizations (costumes, make yp

Levek A1

. Age: 11-12 years old.

. Time: 40 minutes
YOCABULARY
Creature, drum, fear, flower pots, hoods,
human beings, town, water/ character,
curtain, public, scenery, seat.
GRAMMAR
SIMPLE PRESENT Vs SIMPLE PAST

* What is?

* Differences

* Examples




LEEEONA

|PRE— READING'

_TEACHER | & _STUDENT £

"« The teacher will show the last mawu
/ uu-lo.

uduwhwunm : . 5
: nwwub adt" :

"WARM UP

- mmmmmmmm




'imsgl_lyj_mu | |GLOSSAR
-Mummnu;mmhmummw a
humanity in general.

. « Drum (nounk Percussion musical instroment formed by a more
ﬁ or less closed oylindrical booc

= Fear (Nounk Sensation of anguish caused by the presence of a real .
or imaginary danger.
L - Flower pois (Noun): I is a container with a hole used to grow both
cwtdoor and indoor planis.

« Hoods (noun): A pointed cap attached 1o a scarf or the collar of
some clothing items, especially warm or waterproof ones,

*» Human beings (noun)k: Primates characterized by the development

i #6011 of thelr itellectual capacity, abstraction, introspection, and highly

* Towm (noun): Smaller town with a smaller nomber of inhabitants
than a city dedicaied especially to activities related to the primary

* Waier (verb): Artificial process that provides the plant with




1.Read the last folktale of this unit.

£ 100G TN 200 0 The San Migusl ge Isarma Oy, ey |ived Do greae frieads: Onaries and Manus
Ore 2ay, Charfey” father asted them thet belore tarnng 50 pley, They were gong 1o water the
gardien plarss Deacause & Tew deys a0 It Rad NEC rned ang they were Amost shour 10 dry Ot they
agreed ot s e and They S not Lomply weth Ues wmorh, e they started rusreng By e Seld,
the sight fell andd Charkes remembeced whiat s father ssted hum

« 1 s very Sact and | fave el Martusl Wil yOu SCZOmDarTy e 30 vwaler the plants #
« O course, let's go of Oree.

Sefore Micy Sperosihod tie DAtk of The Bowbe, mere the fiwer pOts Thal Sad 10 Be welered were
00sd. They staned 10 hadr 3 5aries Of vOices That pranounced wands in anoTrer Inguage, in the
SV By, TIE NAREENS Wit DEOQIE 20 4L I 3 processan. They were hong Dafvnd 3 vree and
they 0ould wee that Those were not human beings, bt creatures Soacing throegh the air. None of
Them Could see their faces, they were cowered with a hood  Turthearmore, in they hands, They carried
o lorg wni Cavcie

They were Sidng Sefurcd 8 res and they Could see thit those were Not human Berngs, but crestuces
POurg through the 2ir. None of them could soe ther faces, ey were Cosered with 2 hood
Farmthamaore, o thar Aands, ey Camied 3 Jong wnik candle

These Crossad the piace COTyNg 3 CRANOC NO00eN By 3 fearsome DENg Witk Curved hovrg, Sharp wol!
teeth. ard sogke oyes that wormied even the bravest soul An Indhvidusl Wi 8 walne simoss
IIRNGpRrent COURTENansce 0ould Be seen pliyying 8 type of Jrum_ from which » Souna came: “Tararan-
e

A thae W!WWNWMWI”MMWWWWM
Thay $20ught 1t wea o 1 S0t when They 10 2 with theer own syen, they larses Whan they finaly
WOoRe Uup at dewn they carmied with them one of thowe cancies hwid by thowe hooded Beings, only
They Were Nt SITge CaNSies Bul were COMI Bones of sormeane Stdd

Surpraes and very iCared, Manus ang Canes iene S alely renumad 10 Thair hames Fram Tiat aay
BN, They undersiond very wel thet legernds are 20 Sargle ventions of The 10we elders Dot very
TrUS ERpariences that are 1ohd 10 DroTect the Town's NESDITENTS g8 nST BT aNg Crude urprises
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activities.

ACTIVITY 1

« Read the folktale and match each person with their characteristics.

Who lived in San Miguel of Ibarra
city?

Who sent Charles and Manuel to
water the garden plants?

When Charles and Manuel were hiding behind
the tree. What crestures did they observe®

Who wore a







* Read this fragment of the folktale and complete it with the words In the box.

A long time ago in the San Miguel de Tbarra city, they lived two
great friends: and . One day, Charles’
father asked them that before starting to play, they were going to
waterthe ___________ plants because a fow days ago it had not
rained and they were almost aboat to they
agreed butinthe _________ they did not comply with this work,
since they started running by the the night fell and
Charles remembered whathis _________ asked him,




= Write the meaning in the following plerures.

| Housa | Hoods |
e
i -.:l"“'.J:—: n
al A9e

:F,u.ﬂ.| I:'i'-umll |

| Candse |

+ Read the folkiale and match each person with their characteristics.

‘Wha lived in San Mifasl of Barm
iyt

W ] Cheierfes il hardoed 1
‘wmrr tha garden planis?

Pty Tmries wrad Msras] =en hiding
e e, B cerms £ Ly clrrer”

Whes wers &
headt

complete it with the words in the booc

B ] M i i e it i Mmie i Dy P Femi
v Frprade wrd s iy, o
Esler gder e s bl aa =g de G T pEag T
et O gASTRT N B ol i
ru—l—lh—E—d—l - Eﬂ:;-r
el i dhry ) el oy sl s e
wirew ey mred e bk (SPED |t e el amd




LEEEON B

| PRE- TASK '

WARM UP
+ Use the ball and when you can take it. Tell a word of the glossary.

Note: If you don't say the words, meet the challenge.

— — b — .




PRESENTATION | GLOSSARY

EURTAIN

Rerrtened ooy www pirirrestos
« Character (noun): They are people or beings, whether real or imaginary, that appear in
a narrative story.
« Curtain (noun): Fixed horizontal piece of fabric used to cover the lower front of the

siage.
« Public (noun): It is someone who appreciates a work or attends a show.

« Scenery (noun): (noun): It is a space intended for the representation of performing
arts.

« Seat (noun) These are avallable seats.

Trzrieved 0500 www pErTareatas







OST- TA

* Dramatize the folktale "The Hoarse Box”"; prepare the text, the costumes, and the
makeup, and rehearse many times.
« Present it to their classmates.




=IMPLE PREY,

Simple Past Tense

o ® * To fourm e trrphe,
Regulur varha: . Roeguwiar vorhs: » u: S ",:: :‘h..:

VYeork * od walch =) watched ur the srevguler form
I brregular verbs: Irragular varbs: o Pust simmple b wwnd 4o talk
Tako difforent forms go =» went xenst comzleted muims,
K - - o  "vular stuore wnd

| Dide Subject + Vark Did you waych/ge...? aeataiad o
- - [ 2 -
| DS neot/didn't + Verb I didn’t go/walch. ..

brawrand Inwe bign voewsrsrhmotud cme Aol v pommen  sampber s wrd bow o aew o
———————————

PRACTICE 3 ERING— TASK'




ANZUWER EHEEY

« Use the ball and when you can take it

» In groups of three choose an
interviewer and the other people,
Charles and Manuel.

» Interview with Charles and Manuel.

» Select the questions that are going to be

* Dramatize the folktale "The Hoarse

Box"; prepare the text, the costumes,
and the makeup, and rehearse many
times.

« Present it to thelr classmates.




LEEEONE
PRE- TASK)

TEACHER R STUDENT 5.

» The teacher will prepare a

* Students will play & game

for this unit. Game".
* The teacher will use some « Students will use the words
and participate in this

for this game.




PRESENTATION | GRAMMAR

SIMPLE PRESENT ‘@
VS
_ SIMPLE PAST

'What is the difference between Simple Present and Simple Past?

The difference between the past
simple and the present simple is
that they refer to different periods of
tirme. Past simple tense iends o wik
about past events and actions.
Present Simple, however, refers 0 a
events that happen now or in the
Furture.

Hasel Coprm
i

—_—

FRESEHT BMFLE

+ The presemt stmple wense Is
used oo tmlk shout roudnies,
farms, permaAnen SEnes, and
true things.

+ To form the presend simple,
we nsie e base fnrm of the

virk or thie -5 forme




E_:I_ MPLE Plg/

Simple Past Tense

- e . o+ Tofurm the past stmpie, we
Regular vorhs: Ragrulat vatie: e (e —ead frwrns of fhwe ar®

Varh + «d wolch => vabched ur the irragdar form.
I Jlevagndar varha: brregular varbs:; o Pood soerphe o wwad o Wb
Take &fferent forms go «» wunl ahout coenphdanl sthoens,
* P P o  rofular sctioes, sed
| Dids Subject+ Varh DA S A0 B T it e e et

- - - Y

I Ad nel/&dn't + Verb 1 didn't o walch. ..

Pasrwnnd bem Ay wens vk bbb diimn Vg ey e -l e i
/

PRACTICE 3 Euamo— TASK'




EXAMPLE
el

2.8 prnitinm pugs e snliwnr Shomis.,
- 1 wamt .
a8 1.1 10 tha gracery chars yesterday

PSR e TV lo The : Z She studiod Spenish for theee yoars in callege.
PN Ve p——— 3. Thay playped secoar In the park Iast wenkead,
B M rnads 8 ek belere guing e bed. & Me bosg g new cer Rast mosth,

7. The sam rues ie Wen cast aod snls io oo wwsl. 5. Wa visited owr grandparems on the halidays.
BARe ihmen B wwasts nhide merhing. ““w‘”w'~ml

B They Labhe s bas e avnrh orveey day.
20, o bo e . sdon 7. Thay walked alang the baach »t sunaset.

PR T T DA T G ———— £ e ate 2 candwich for luach,
12, Theyp sal hawh ot y dun. 9. We waichad a movie ot the cmemae.
LA He samrvimes ol Ve gpm Mhene Beses & wonk, 10, She duaned har reom yeaterday morning.
LA M wlasiins Tur wr sndews an —nmvd
LA Thay walh Bame dag snwey snweing.
L0 He vnuns daweer Tor S Banily svwey mghdt,
L7 00m o b bow mssihs Aant thang i The rmarning
LA They oo ba the smndes snen & waelh,
19 He bades bin sbnbdomn welh Thanr barsrmart
8. % he & - shond
o L

POST- TASK




= Answer the following question.
= Have you had a paranormal experience in which you had felt moch fear, similar o

the folktale "The Hoarse Box™

+ Imagine that what happened in “The Hoarse Box” is not entirely real. What do




ACTIVITY 3

= Imagine and respond
« [If you were friends with Charles and Manuel. What advice would you give them o




+ Gness the words in the glossaries of
Lesson A and Lesson B

= Write any paranormal experience or
that you had felt much fear, similar o
the follktale “The Hoarse Boo.”

= Imagine. If you were friends with
Charles and Manuel. What advice
would you give them to avoid these
events?

QCC QCC Qg

Charles and Manuwel should
abey odder people and much
more 50 their parents so that
strange evenis do nod happen
al night.
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CHAPTER V: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This chapter presents the following conclusions to finish this investigation and

recommendations to apply in the future in real life and professionally.

CONCLUSIONS

Based on the theoretical investigation, folktales help meaningfully for the students;
they allow them to strengthen their reading comprehension through folktales such as the
legends with fictitious characters or events that happened particularly in Ibarra city also the
students must get in touch with the culture of the locality because it is necessary to conserve
and preserve them for future generations

A significant percentage stood out where the students showed an interest in using
folktales as a strategy to improve reading comprehension, in this case only legends of Ibarra
city. It is worth mentioning that students have previous knowledge of these legends because
they have been present throughout their lives both family, social, and academic. The folk
tales have been counted by our grandparents, parents, friends, classmates, and teachers, each
of these stories helps us to give us an idea of our origin and cultural identity that is
transmitted down from generation to generation knowing the ancestral heritage of our nation.
(Ministry of Education, 2018).

From the results of interviews is established that the use of folktales would be an
excellent teaching strategy because it is the first time the use of these folktales can improve
reading comprehension in the learners. After all, the students the legends have learned in
Language 1 (Spanish), due to easier to transfer them to Language 2 (English). On the other
hand, the lack of these teaching aids is a constant problem because this strategy has not been
implemented, and also there are different versions where the principal and English teacher
have contradictions about the level reached by the students of this institution.

Finally, a teaching guide was designed with level A1l so the students could improve
their reading comprehension. It consists of a variety of innovative activities with folktales of
Ibarra City that help to promote reading habits. Likewise, developing creativity and
imagination through drawings, collages, models, and dramatizations is an interactive way
for students. Furthermore, technical directions for the teacher to guide with the development
of the guide, reinforce reading skills, and evaluate the performance of students in each of the
activities.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

English teachers should establish the use of folktales as a strategy to foster reading
habits and improve reading comprehension in the students. The teacher should motivate the
learners must be in touch with the culture and ancestral heritage and that folktales are passed
down from generation to generation. these resources allow to the student discover different
events, mystery characters, and most importantly know the events about Ibarra city in
history.

The lack of material in the teacher's life and the institutions is a problem that always
has been present. For this reason, the teachers have opted to elaborate on their materials.
That is why it is recommended to use this teaching guide that contributes to strengthening
reading comprehension and developing creativity through different fun activities interacting
with teacher-student in the learning process.

It is recommended to continue with the use of the legends with the students because
stimulate the emotional experience of the past. Furthermore, it is necessary to remember the
culture, traditions, and different events in the history of a nation.

Finally, students are encouraged to give an important space to reading at home or in
the institution that motivates a taste for reading skills. Moreover, the students, teachers, and
Parents must be involved with the culture of our city, because it's a joint effort to know and
discover all about our origins and transmit them from generation to generation and never
allow that to disappear our identity.
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ANNEXES

Annex 1. Approbation of research investigation

Y 2 UNIVERSIDAD TECNICA DEL NORTE
S aars A FACULTAD DE EDUCACION CIENCIA Y TECNOLOGIA — FECY;
\;_t; eezs’ PEDAGOGIA DE LOS IDIOMAS NACIONALES Y EXTRANJERO

Ibarra, 16 de junio 2023
Magister

Rubén Congo
DOCENTE UTN

De mis consideraciones:

i i las
Median " . digne validar las encuestas .y
ante el presente, solicito muy comedidamente se dig reading skills on

entrevistas de Investigacién del Proyecto *Folk tales as strategy to improve A ;
seventh- graders at Unidad Educativa Ibarra, during the school year 202.2 AU PEr;::q':roI:
obtencién del titulo de: Licenciatura En Pedagogla De los Idiomas Nac:onales.y = J}
Mencién Inglés, para lo cual, se dignara encontrar adjunto los instrumentos de validacion.

Por la atencién que se sirva dar al presente, le anticipo mis debidos agradecimientos.

Atentamente,

C.C.: 1004546907
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UNIVERSIDAD TECNICA DEL NORT 0 { aslina =
Acreditada Resolucién Nro. 173’35'33.0"\0!58-202 iA :“t:“’;
FACULTAD DE EDUCACION, CIENCIA Y TECNOLOG
PEDAGOGIA DE LOS IDIOMAS NACIONALES Y
EXTRANJEROS
. . at Unidad
Theme: Folk tales as a strategy to improve reading skills on seventh graders
Educativa Ibarra, during the school year 2022-2023
Survey for students
r development

Objective: Analyze students' performance in English Language and thel

in reading skills.

Directions:

e Read each of the questions carefully and answer honestly.

e Mark with an X the answer that you consider appropriate.

e The Collected information will be used just for academic purposes.

1. Do you like to learn English?

a) Always

b) Sometimes
c¢) Rarely
d) Never

2. The activities carried out in English class by the teacher are:

a) Very funny

b) Funny
¢) Not Funny

3. Do you like to read in English?
a) Yes
b) No
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. 3 . H h
4. Which materials does the teacher use to foment the reading in Englis

class?
IS a) Books
[ b) Copies |
¢) Magazines

—

d) E-books

; sion in
S. How useful are these materials to improve reading comprehen

students?

a) Very useful
b) Useful

¢) Little useful
d) Nothing useful

6. What are the most frequent problems you find when reading in English?

a) Ido not understand what I read.

b) Ido not like to read in English

¢) I have no interest in reading in
English.

7. Have you heard folktales or legends from your town?

a) Always

b) Sometimes

c) Rarely
d) Never
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8. How have you learned about the folklnlcn or Icl“‘d‘ of your town?

a) Oral Tndmonu.muy \Icmhcn) '
¢) Books T

A R e
T ———————

—

to improve
9. How motivated do you feel when using folktales oF legends to Imp

reading comprehension in the English language?
a) Very motivated

b) Motivated

¢) Little motivated
d) Not at all motivated

wn?
10. Do you agree that folktales allow you to know the culture of a to

a) Strongly agree

b) Agree

c) Disagree

d) Strongly Disagree
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Institucion de Educacién Superior UNIVERSIDAD TECNICA DEL NORTE

Correo electronico racongo@utn.edu.ec
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FACULTAD DE EDUCAGION, CIENCIA Y TECNOLOGIA

PEDAGOGIA DE LOS IDIOMAS NACIONALES Y
EXTRANJEROS

Unidad
Theme: Folk tales as a strategy to improve reading skills on seventh-graders at

Educativa Ibarra, during the school year 2022-2023

Interview for English Teachers
T . : rmore
Objective: Discover students' problems in reading comprehension: i N '
: $ . H ve their
describe the strategies that teachers use to motivate their students to impro

reading skills.

in the
1. Regarding reading skills, which problems have you been able to detect In

students’ reading comprehension in English?

2. From the problems you mentioned, which pedagogical strategies have you used
toimprove your students' reading comprehension? ¢ What are the results you
have obtained?

3. Conceming reading comprehension, what didactic materials have you used to
improve and motivate your students? What importance do you give to reading in
class?

4. Do you think folk tales from your town (Legends, myths, etc.) are an excellent
strategy for students to improve reading comprehension? Yes or no?

5. Do you think that folktales are a useful strategy to improve your students’
reading comprehension and also get in touch with the culture of the town since a

young age?
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Interviews for the Principal
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' bjective: Identify the principal's perspective regarding student performance in the
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ational Curriculum,
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3. Concemning Reading skills,
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ding and improve the reading

s of our town would be a good

pedagogical strategy to encourage rea

comprehension of seventh-graders?
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Fecha de envio para | evaluacién dej experto:

Fecha de revision del experto:

En la siguie ' nda en cada
hem. DE sern:\e Malfiz marque con una X el criterio de evaluacién segin correspo

flo realice la observacion en el apartado correspondiente.
(——
INSTRUMENTO DE EVALUACION CUALIELAATI'.Y;G .
CRITERIOS DE ACION
ITEMS YT P0CO NADA |

Instruccion breve, clara Yy completa,

Formulacién clara de cada pregunta.

Comprensién de cada pregunta.

Coherencia de las preguntas en
relacién con el objetivo.

Relevancia del contenido

Orden y secuencia de las preguntas

NRYATATARANA

Namero de preguntas éptimo

Observaciones:
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Annex 2: Approbation to do the research in the institution.
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Oficlo nro. UTN-FECYT-D-204
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Ibarra, 16

| N
ASUNTO:  TRABAJO DE INTEGRACION CURRICULAR SRTA. cupUERA
CHICO MISHELL ESTEFANIA

Magister
Fausto Villena
::55:0'? DE LA UNIDAD EDUCATIVA IBARRA

De mi consideracion:
A nombre de la Facultad (a, reciba un cordial
de Educacién, Ciencia y Tecnologla, ré <
saludo, a la vez que | 2 ; |as funciones que viene
desempefian do.q le auguro el mejor de los éxitos en la
Por medio del presente me diri citar de la manera mas
% 0 a usted con el fin de solicitar de AL
comedida, autorice que, se brinde las facilidades del caso, para qué la senondtz
MISHELL ESTEFANIA CUPUERAN CHICO, estudiante de la camera
Pedagogia de los Idiomas Nacionales y Extranjeros, obtenga informacion )Il
aplique los instrumentos de investigacién que se requieren para el desarrollo de
trabajo de integracién curicular con el tema: “FOLK TALES AS A STRATEGY TO
IMPROVE READING SKILLS ON SEVENTH — GRADERS AT UNIDAD
EDUCATIVA IBARRA" DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR 2022-2023".

Por la favorable atencién le agradezco.

Atentamente,
CIENCIA Y TECNICA AL SERVICIO DEL PUEBLO
Firmado

JOSE digitalmente por
LUCIANO i’

REVELO RUIZ Fecha: 2023.06.16
MSc. José Revelo Ruiz
DECANO

CC: 1002072179

Celular: 0993944457
Correo Electrénico: jirevelo@utn.edu.ec
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Annex 3: Consent letters
The Principal
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N,
a1 FACULTAD DE EDUCACION, CIENCIA Y TECNOLOGIA
~ Pedagogia De Los Idlomas Nacionales Y Extranjeros con Mendién Inglés

Acepto participar voluntariamente en esta investigacion, conducida por Mishell Estefania
Cupuerdn Chico estudiante de la carrera de Pedagogia de los Idiomas Nacionales y
Extranjeros de la Universidad Técnica del Norte. He sido informado (a) de que la meta de
este estudio es Recolectar informacién sobre Los Cuentos Populares como estrategia para
mejorar las detrezas lectoras en los estudiantes de séptimo grado de la Unidad Educativa
Ibarra durante el afio escolar 2022-2023.

Me han indicado tambien que tendré que responder cuestionarios y preguntas en una
entrevista, lo cual tomaré aproximadamente de 15 minutos.

Reconozco que la informacion que yo provea en el curso de esta investigacion es
estrictamente confidencial y no serd usada para ningun otro propésito fuera de los de este
estudio sin mi consentimiento. He sido informado de que puedo hacer preguntas sobre el
proyecto en cualquier momentoy que puedo retirarme del mismo cuando asf lo decida, sin

que esto acarree perjucio alguno para mi persona.

Entiendo que una copia de esta ficha de consentimiento me seré entregado, y que puedo
pedir informacion sobre los resultados de este estudio cuando éste haya concluido.

~F
\)(,ATIV4
5y )

X
Msc. Fausto Villena \‘&;
0
Rector Becror® Firma
del partidipante
Mishell Cupuerdn :
del investigador
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The Principal: Msc. Fausto Villena

English Teacher
P UNIVERSIDAD TECNICA DEL NORTE
& Zan
/ ~ Vi,
£ [A.a g FACULTAD DE EDUCACION, CIENCIAY TECNOLOGIA
P ol P4 pedagogfa De Los Idiomas Naclonales Y Extranjeros con Mencién Inglés

Acepto participar voluntariamente en esta investigacion, conducida por Mishell Estefania
Cupuerdn Chico estudiante de la carrera de Pedagogia de los Idiomas Nacionales y
Extranjeros de la Universidad Técnica del Norte. He sido informado (a) de que la meta de
este estudio es Recolectar informacién sobre Los Cuentos Populares como estrategia para
mejorar las detrezas lectoras en los estudiantes de séptimo grado de la Unidad Educativa
|barra durante el afio escolar 2022-2023.

Me han indicado tambien que tendré que responder cuestionarios y preguntas en una
entrevista, lo cual tomara aproximadamente de 15 minutos.

Reconozco que la informacion que yo provea en el curso de esta investigacion es
estrictamente confidencial y no serd usada para ninguin otro propdsito fuera de los de este
estudio sin mi consentimiento. He sido informado de que puedo hacer preguntas sobre el
proyecto en cualquier momentoy que puedo retirarme del mismo cuando asf lo decida, sin
que esto acarree perjucio alguno para mi persona.

Entiendo que una copia de esta ficha de consentimiento me serd entregado, y que puedo
pedir informacién sobre los resultados de este estudio cuando éste haya ¢ uid

Msc. c5C\\/\A a ?Ufja =

English teacher

Mishell Cupuerdn : Firma d;al Investigador
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English Teacher: Msc. Sandra Puga
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Annex 5: Approbation of socialization of proposal.
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Ibarra, 29 de enero de 2024

RECTORA DE LA UNIDAD EDUCATIVA IBARRA

ASUNTO: Trabajo de Integracion Curricular Srta. Mishell Estefania Cupueréan Chico

A nombre de la Facultad de Educacion, Ciencia y Tecnologia, reciba un cordial saludo, a la vez
que le auguro el mejor de los éxitos en las funciones que viene desempefiando.

Me dirijo a Usted con la finalidad de solicitarle de la manera mas comedida, autorice el ingreso
de la seiorita MISHELL ESTEFANIA CUPUERAN CHICO, portadora de la cédula de ciudadania

1004546907, egresada de la carrera de Pedagogia de los Idiomas Nacionales y Extranjeros,
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